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ADVERTISEMENT T 
To THE 


PUBLIC 


HE ſpirit of virtue and morality, 

| "which breathes in this ancient piece 

of Eaſtern inſtruction, its force and con- 
eiſeneſs, and the hopes that it may do good. 


have prevailed with the perſon to whom it 
was ſent, to communicate to the public _ 


what was tranſlated only for his particular 
amuſement, There are ſome reaſons which 
at preſent make it proper to conceal, not 
only his own name, but the name of his 
_ correſpondent; who has now reſided in 
China ſeveral years, and been engaged in 
a buſineſs very different from that of col- 
letting literary curioſities. Theſe reaſons 


1 05 
will not ſubſiſt long; and as he ſeems to 
intimate a deſign, on his return to Eng- 
land, of publiſhing an entire tranſlation of 
__Cao-tlou's whole journey, the public will 
then, in all probability, have an opportu- 
nity of being ſatisfied concerning any par- 
ticulars which they may be curious to 
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Pelen, May 12. 1749. 
| My Land; wo 
3 IN the laſt letter which had the kite: 
þ | of writing to your Lordſhip, dated Dec. 
23. 1748; I think I concluded all I had to 
ſay in regard to the topography and natu- 
ral hiſtory of this great empire. I purpo- 
ſed in this, and ſome ſucceeding ones, to have 
* ſet down ſuch obſervations as I have been 
able to make on the laws, government re- 
ligion, and manners of the people. But 
a remarkable occurrence has happened late- 
y, which ingroſſes the converſation of the 
literati here; and may hereatter, perhaps, 
afford matter of ſpeculation to the learned 
in Europe. As it is of a nature which I 
know will furniſh ſome entertainment to 
your Lordſhip, L will eadeavour to give 
you as diſtinct and particular an account orf 
it as | have been able to obtain. | 
Ad joining to China on the weſt, is the 
large country of Thibet, called by ſome 
Barantolo. In a province of this country, 
named Laſa, reſides the grand Lama, or 
high prieſt, of theſe idolaters; who is reve- 
renced, and eyen adored as a god, by moſt 
: N 


T9 7 
of the neighbouring nations. The high o- 
pinion which is entertained of his ſacred 1 
character, induces prodigious numbers of e 
religious people to reſort to Laſa, to pay ti 
their homage to him, and to give him pre- 
ſents, in order to receive his bleſſing. His 
reſidence is in a moſt magnificent pagod 
or temple, built on the top of the moun- 
tain Poutala, The foot of this mountain, 
and even the whole diſtrict of Laſa, is in- 
habited by an incredible number of Lamas, op 
of different ranks and orders; ſeveral of te 
whom have very grand pagods erected to m 
their honour, in which they receive a kind E 
of interior worſhip. The whole country, at 
like Italy), abounds with prieſts; and they le 
entirely tubliſt on the great number of rich of 
preſents which are ſent them from the ut- V 
moli extent of Tartary, from the empire 
of the Great Mogul, and from almoſt all 


Lama receives the adorations of the people, 
hae is railed on a magnificent altar, and fits 

_crols legged upon a ſplendid cuſhion. His 
ww ſhippers proſtrate themſelve: before him 
in the hunibleſt and moſt abject manner; 


bit he returns not the leaſt ſign of relpectz 


v 
n 

1 

parts of the Indies. When the grand a 
0 

( 

4 

| 


noi ever ſpeaks even to the greateſt Princes. 
He only lays his hand upon their heads, 
and they are fully pertuaded that they re- 
ceive from thence a full for giveneis of all 


1 


their ſins. They are likewiſe ſo extrava- 
7 gant as to imagine that he knows all things; 
even the ſecrets of the heart: and his par- 
73 ticular diſciples, being a ſele& number of 
about two hundred ot the moſt eminent 
Lamas, have the addreſs to make the peo- 
ple believe he is immortal; and that when- 
ever he appears to die, he only changes „ 
abode, and animates a new body. 


The learned in China have long been of 


opinion, that in the archieves of this grand 
7 temple, ſome very ancient books have for 
many ages been concealed ; and the preſent 
Emperor, who is very curious in ſearching 
after the writings of antiquity, became at 
length ſo fully convinced of the probability 
of this opinion, that he determined to try 
whether any diſcovery of this ſort could be 
made. To this end, his fin ſt care was, to 
find out a perſon eminently ſkilful in the 
ancient languages and characters. He at 
length pitched upon one of the hanlins, or 
2 doctors of the firſt order, whoſe name was 
Cao: tiou, a man about fifty years of age, 
of a grave and noble alpect, of great elo- 
qucnce, and who by an accidental friend- 
7 ſhip with a certain learned Lama, who had 
relided many years at Peking, was become 
entirely maſter of the language which the 
Lamas of | hiber uſe among themſelves. 


Wich thele qualification he let forward 
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him with the title of Colao, nor prime mi-“ 

niſter. To which he added a moſt mag— „ 
nifice nt equipage and attendants, with pre- 4 A 
ſents for the grand Lama, and the other 
Principal Lamas of an immenſe value; alſo . ? 


following terms. 5 90 


„ I 
on his journey; and, to give his commiſſion 
the greater weight, the Emperor honoured 


a letter, written with his own hand, in the 4 


1 
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TO THE GREAT 
g REPRESENTATIVE OF GOD. 


Moſt High, Moſt Holy, 
and worthy to be adored, 
E, the Emperor of China, Sove- 
reign of all the ſovereigns of the 
earth, in the perſon of this our moſt re- 
ſpected Prime Miniſter Cao-tſou, with all 
reverence and humility, proſtrate ourſelf, 
beneath thy ſacred feet, and implore for 
ourſelf, our friends, and our empire, thy 
moſt powerful and gracious benediction. 
Having a ſtrong deſire to ſearch into 


the records of antiquity to learn and re- 


trieve the wiſdom of the ages that are 
paſt; and being well informed, that, in 
the ſacred repoſitories of thy moſt an- 


cient and venerable hierarchy, there are 
ſome valuable books, which from their 


great antiquity, are become to the ge- 


nerality, even of the learned, almoſt 


wholly unintelligible ; in order, as far as in 
us lies, to prevent their being totally 
loſt, we have thought proper to autho- 
riſe and employ our molt learned and 


s reſpected miniſter Cao-tſou, in this our pre- 
Foe 


ſent embaſſy to thy ſublime holineſs. 
The buſineſs of which is to deſire, that 


he may be permitted to read and exa- 


| | pes — 
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mine the ſaid writings ; we expecting zen! 
„from his great and uncommon ſkill i»!! 
the ancient languages, that he will bY B. 
able to interpret whatever may be found 
though of the higheſt and moſt obſcureÞan 
antiquity». And we have commanded 
him to throw himſelf at thy feet, wit! | 
ſuch teſtimonies of our reſpect as, wel 
* truſt, will procure him the ag mitranct L 
« we deſire.” me 
I will not detain your Lordſhip with any Rice 
particulars of his journey, though he hath $ 
publiſhed a large account of it, abounding 
'Y wich many ſurpriſing relations, and which $ 
at my return to England, I may probably 
tranſlate and publiſh entire. Let it ſuffice 
at preſent, that, when he arrived in theſe . 
1 ſacred territories, the magnificence of his Ad. 
| appearance, and the richneſs of his pre- At. 
ſents, failed not to gain him a ready admiſ. - 
ſion. He had apartments appointed him in ts 
in the ſacred college, and was aſſiſted in his F* 
inquiries by one ot the moſt learned Lamas. I 
He continued there near fix months: dur- t 
ing which time he had the ſatisfaction of * 

finding many valuable pieces of antiquity ; #1 
from tome of which he hath made very cu- PÞ 
rious extracts, and hath formed f:ch pro- 1 

bable conjectures concerning their authors, J 

and the times where: they were written, 

as proves him to be a man of great judg- F 


we e ancient Gymnoſophiſts o Bramins ; but 
nce WY What particular perion, o in what time, 
does not pretend to determine. TI his 
any! Ficce, however, he wholly tranſlated, tho), 
lach s tie lumſelf confeſſes, with an utter inca> 
ing | pacity of teachi: g, in the Chincle language, 
ich he {trength and ſublimity of the or iginal. 
bly he judgments and opinions of the Bon- 
fice tees, and the jearned dectors, are very 
zeſe uch divided concerning it. Thole who 
his dure it the moſt highly, are very fond of 
pre. Ittributing it to Confucius, their own great 
niſ. Piitofopher ; and ger over the difficulty of 
in Ks being written in the language and cha- 
his Factcr of the ancient Bramins, by ſuppoſing 
nas. this to be only a tranſlation, and that the 
ur- Driginal work of Confucius is loſt. Same 
| of Pill have it to be the inſtitutes of Lao Kiun, 
ty; Fnother hineſe philoſoper, cotemporary _ 
cu- Fith Confucius, and founder of the fect 
ro- Tao- ſſee; bur theſe labour under the ſame 
ors, $ifficulty, in regard to the language, with 
en, Shoſ@swho attribute it to Confucius, There 


L ix ] 


ng zent and penetration, as well as moſt ex - 


>nlive reading. 
But the mol! anciem piece be hath diſ- 


1 pyered, and which none of the Lamas for 
many ages had been able to interpret or 
Inderſtand, 


Fritten in the language and character of 


is a {mall ſyſtem of Morality, 


Þre others who from ſome particular mai ks 


I 1 
and ſentiments which they find in it, ſup- 
poſe it to be written by the Bramin Dan- 
damis, whoſe famous letter to Alexander 
the great is recorded by the European 

writers. With theſe Cao-tſou himſelf ſeems 

moſt inclined to agree; at leaſt ſo far as to 
think that it is really the work of ſome an- 
cient Bramin; being fully perſuaded from 

the ſpirit with which it is written, that it is 


no tranſlation. Cne thing, however, oc- | 


caſions ſome doubt amongſt them; and 
that is, the plan of it; which is entirely 
new to the Eaſtern people, and ſo unlike 
any thing they have ever ſeen, that, if it 
was not for ſome turns of expreſſion pecu- 
| liar to the Eait, and the impoſlibility of ac- 
countinig for its being written in this very 
ancient language, many would ſuppoſe it 


to be the work of an European. 


But whoever was the writer of it, the 
great noiſe which it makes in this city, and 
all over the empire, the eagerneſs with | 
which it is read by all kinds of people, and 
the high encomiums which are given to it 
by ſorre, at length determined me to at- 


tempt a tranſlation of it into Englith ;\eſpe* 


cially as 1 was perſuaded it would be an 
agreeable preſent to your Lordſhip. And 
I was the more eaſily induced to make this 
trial, as, very happily for me, you cannot 
judge how far I have fallen ſhort of the ori- 


! 

» | ginal, or even of the Chineſe tranſlation. 
One thing, however, it may perhaps be ne- 
r ceſlary to apologize for, at leaſt. to give 
n ſome account of : and that is, the ſtyle and 
manner in which J have tranſlated it. I 
can afſure your Lordſhip, that when ] firſt 
fat down to the work, I had not the leaſt 
intention of doing it in this way: but the 
ſublime manner of thinking which appear- 
ed in the introduction, the great energy 
of expreſſion, and the ſhortneſs of the ſen- 
tences, naturally led me into this kind of 
ſtyle. And I hope the having fo elegant 
a pattern to form myſelf upon, as our ver- 
ſion of the book of Job, the Pſalms, the 
works of Solomon, and the prophets, hach 
been of ſome advantage to my tranſlation. 
Such as it is, if it affords your Lordſhip- 
any entertainment, 1 ſhall think myſelf ex- 
tremely happy: and in my next will re- 


ſume my account of this people, and their 
empire. | 


I am, Orc. | 
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I NTRODUC 11 O N. 


OW down your heads unto the duſt, 
O ye inhabitants of earth! be ſilent, 
and receive, with reverence, inſtruction 


from on high. 
Whereſvever the ſun doth ſhine, whers- 5 


ſover the wind doth blow, whereſoever there 
is an ear to hear, and a mind to conceive; 
there let the precepts of life be made known, 
let the maxims of truth be honoured and 
obeyed. 

All things proceed from God. His power 
is unbounded, his wiſdom is from eternity, 
and his goodneſs endureth for ever. 
He ſitteth on his throne in the centre, 
and the breath of his mouth giveth life to 
the world. 
He toucheth the ſtars with his finger, 
and they run their courſe rejoicing. 
On the wings of the wind he walketh 
abroad, and performeth his will through all 
the regions of unlimited ſpace. 
Order, and grace, and beauty, ſpring 
from his hand. 4 

The voice of wiſdom ſpesketh ! in all his 
works; but the human underſtanding com- 
pr chendeth 1 is note. 

A 


Fi) 

The ſhadow of knowledge paſſeth over 
the mind of man as a dream: he ſeeth as in 
the dark ; he reaſoneth, and is deceived, | 

But the wiſdom of God is as the light of 
heaven: he reaſoneth not; his mind | is the 
fountain of truth. N 
juſtice and mercy wait before his throne; 
7 benevolence and love enlighten his coun- 1 

tenance for ever. 1 
Who is like unto the Lord in es 3 
Who in power ſhall contend with the Al- 
mighty? Hath he any equal in wiſdom ? ? 
Can any in goodneſs be compared unto 5 
him? 4 
He it is, Oman! who hath created thee ; | 
_ thy ſtation on earth is fixed by his appoint- 
ment: the powers of thy mind are the gifts 

of his goodneſs, the wonders of ”y frame 
are the work of his hand. i 

Hear then his voice, for jt is gracious b 
and he that obe) eth ſhall eſtabliſh his ſoul 
in Peace. 4 


FART |. 


burns THAT RELATE TO MAN CONSE, 
DERED. AS AN INDIVIDUAL. 


y ? — | | : 
Al- 

m? 4 SECT. 1. 

Ato 2 7 

CONSIDERATION. 

Cc; 

nt- = (OMMUNE with thyſelf, O man! and 
ifts 1 4 conlider wherefore thou wert made. 

me Contemplate thy powers, contemplate 


thy wants and thy connections; to fhalt thou 

s; diſcover the duties of lite, and be directed 
ul in all chy ways. 

Proceed not to Peak or to act, before chan 

haſt weighed thy words, and examined the 


tendency of every ſtep thou ſhalt take: fo _ 


ſhall diſgrace fly far from thee, and in thy 
houſe ſhall ſhame be a ſtranger: repentance 
Nall not viſit thee, nor ſorrow dwell upon 
thy cheek. . 

The e man bridlerh- not his 
tongue; he tpeaketh at random, and is en- 
rangled in the toolithnefs of his own words. 


A 2 


thereof. 


ſideration; her words are the words of wiſ- 


and truth. 


(4) 


As one that runneth in haſte, and lenperh 


over a fence, may fall into a pit on the 
other ſide, which he doth not ſee; ſo is the 
man that plungeth ſuddenly into an action, 


before he hath conſidered the nee | 
Hearken therefore unto the voice of con- 


dom, and ber paths ſhall lead thee to ſafety 


SECT, I. 
MODESTY. 


7HO art thou, O man! that preſumeſt 

on thine on wiſdom? or why doſt 

thou vaunt thy ſelf on thine own _— | 
ments? 

Ihe fiſt ſtep cowards being wiſe, is to 


know that thou art ignorant; and if thou 
wouldſt not be eſteemed fooliſh in the judg- 

ment of <thers, caſt off the folly of being 
wiſe in thine own conceit. 


As a plain garment beſt adorneth a beau- 


x tiful woman, ſo a decent behaviour is the 


greateſt ornament of wiſdom. 
The ſpeech of a modeſt man giveth luſtre 
to truth, and the diffidence of his words ab- 


ſolveth his error. 


deth 
the 
the 
on, 
ces 
on- 
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ety j 
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He relieth not on his own wiſdom ; he 


weigheth the counſels of a friend, and re- 


ceiveth the benefit thereof. 


He turneth away his ear from his own. 
praiſe, and believeth it not; he is the laſt f in 


diſcovering his own perfections. 
Vet, as a veil added to beauty, ſo are his 


virtues ſet off by the ſhade which his mo- 


deſty caſteth upon them. 


But behold the vain man, and obſerve 


the arrogant: he cloatheth himſelf in rich 
attire, he walketh in the public ſtreet, he 


caſterh round his eyes, and courteth obſer- 


vation. 


He toſſeth up his head, and overlooketh. 


the poor ; he treateth his inferiors with in- 


ſolence, and his ſuperiors in return look 
down on his pride and folly with laughter. 

He deſpiſeth the judgment of others; 
he relieth on his own opinion, and is con- 


founded. 


He is puffed up with the vanity of his 


imagination ; his delight is to hear, and to 
ipeak of himſelf all the day long. 


He ſwalloweth with greedineſs his own 


praiſe, and the flatterer | in return eateth 
him * 


A; 


man ! to employ the preſent time, without 
regretting the loſs of that which is paſt, or 
too much com_—_ on that which is to 
come. 


what it may bring forth. 


quickly, Defer not till the evening what 
the morning may accompliſh. | 


1 
SECT. mM. h 


| | | | | A 
APPLICATION. h 


INCE the days that are paſt and gone | 
for ever, and thoſe that are to come 
may not come to thee ; it behoveth thee, O O 


This inſtant is PTR the next is in 1 
womb of futurity, and thou knoweſt not 


Whatſoever thou reſolveſt to do, do it | 


Idleneſs is the parent of want and of | 


pain: but the labour of virtue winger 


torth pleaſure. 
| The hand of diligence defeateth want; 
proſperity and ſucceis are the induſtrious 


man's atendants. 


Who is he that hath acquired wealth, 2 


that hath riſen to power, that hath cloathed 
himſelt with honour, that is ſpoken ot in 


the city with praiſe, and that ſtandeth be- 
fore the king in his counſel? Even he that 


hath ſhut out idlenets from his houſe ; and 


hath faid, Sloth, thou art mine enemy. 


the trouble of breaking 


T9) 


He riſeth up early, and lieth down lacs ; 4 
he exerciſeth his mind with contemplation, 
and his body with action, and preſerveth the 
health of both. | 
The flothful man is a burden to him- 
ſelf, his hours hang heavy on his head; he 
loitereth about, and knoweth not what he 
would do. 

His days paſs away like the ſhadow of a 
cloud, and he leaveth behind him no mark 
for remembrance. 

His body is dileaſecl for want of mud; . 
he wiſheth for action, but hath not power 
to move; his mind is in darkneſs; his 
thoughts are confuſed ; he longeth for know- 
ledge, but hath no application. 

He would eat ot the almond, but hateth 

its hell. | EY 

His houſe is in diſorder, his ſervants are 
waſteful and riotous, and he runneth on to- 


Z wards ruin; he ſeeth it with his eyes, he 
Z heareth it with his ears, he ſhaketh his head, 


and witheth, but hath no reſolution ; till 
ruin cometh upon him like a whirlwind, 


and ſhame and repentance. deicend with 
him to the grave. 


(8) 
SECT. IV. 5-6 
E M U L. A T I O N. 


Ir thy foul thirſteth for honour, if thy ear Il fo 
hath any pleaſure in the voice of praiſe, Y 
raiſe thyſelf from the duſt whereof thou art 
made, and exalt thy aim to ſomething that 
is praiſe-worthy. 
The oak that now ſpreadeth its branches 1 
towards the heavens, was once but an acorn 
in the bowels of the earth 
Endeavour to be firſt in thy 3 ) 
what ever it be, neither let any one go be- 
fore thee in well- -doing ; ; nevertheleſs, do | 
not envy the merits of another, but im- 
prove thine own talents, 
Scorn alſo to depreſs thy competitor by | 
any diſhoneſt or unworthy method; ftrive | 
to raiſe thyſelf above him only by excelling ; 
him; fo ſhall thy conteſt for ſaperioricy be 
crowned with honour, if not with ſucceſs. 
By a virtuous emulation the ſpirit of a 
man is exalted within him; he panteth af- 
ter from, and W as a racer to run his 
courſe. ; 
He riſcth like the palm-tree in \ folts of 
oppreſſion ; and, as an eagle in the firma- 
ment of heaven, he ſoareth aloft, and fixeth 
his eye upon the glories of the ſun. 


LH 


The examples of eminent men are in his 
viſions by night; and his delight is to fol- 
low them all the day long. 

_ He formeth great deſigns, he rejoiceth in 
; the execution thereof, and his name ONS 
ear forth to the ends of the world. 
uſe, Bur the heart of the envious man is 
art} gall and bitterneſs; his tongue ſpitteth ve- 
hat nom; the ſucceſs of his — breaketh 
his reſt. ponies 
hes He ſitteth in his cell repining ; and the 
orn good that happeneth to another, is to him 
Nan evil. 1 
Hatred and malice feed upon his heart, 
and there is no reſt in him. 
He feeleth in his own breaſt no love of 
goodneſs, and therefore believeth his neigh- 
bour is like unto himſelf. 
He endeavours to depretiate thoſe that 
excel him, and putteth an evil interpreta- 
tion on all their doings, _ 
He lieth on the watch, and meditates 
3. ; miſchief: but the deteſtation of man purſu- 
2 eth him; he 1 is cruſhed as a ſpider in his ne. 
f- | web. 55 | | 
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"+ SECT. v. 
"& 30 1 - 
1 P RU DEN C E. 
3 


TEAR the words of Prudence, give heed 
L unto her counlels, and (tore them in | 


1 
thine heart: her maxims are univerſal, and 
all the virtues lean upon her: ſhe is the 
guide and the miſtreſs of human life. 
Put a bridle on thy tongue ; ſer a guard 


before thy lips, leſt the words of thine own | 


mouth deſtroy thy peace. + 
Let him that Icoffeth at the lame, whe 


care that he halt not himſelf : whoſoever | 
ſpeaketh of another's failings with pleaſure, | 
ſhall hear of his own with bitterneſs of heart. | 
Of much lveaking cometh SERIE, 


but in ſilence is ſatery. 


A talkative man is a nuiſance to ſociety ; 14 
the ear is ſick of his babling, the torrent of | 


his words overwhelmeth converſation. 


Boaſt not of thyſelf, for it ſhall bring | 
contempt upon thee ; neither deride ano- 


ther, for it 1s Jangerous. 
A bitter jeſt is the poiſon of friendlnip; 


and he that cannot reſtrain his e, ſhall | 


have trouble. 


Furniſh thyſelf with the proper accom- | 


modations belonging to thy condition ; yet 
| ſpend not to the utmoſt of what thou cant 


afford, that the providence. of thy youth | 


may be a comtort to thy old age. 


Let thine own bulineſs engage thy atten- 
tion; leave the care of the tate to the go- | 


vernors thereof. 

Let not thy recreations be expenſive, leſt 
the pain of purchaſing them exceed the 
pleaſure thou haſt in their enjoyment. 
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Neither let proſperity put out the eyes of 
circumſpection, nor abundance cut off the 
hand of frugality: he that too much indulg- 
eth in the ſuperfluities of life, ſhall live to 
lament the want of its neceſſaries. 

From the experience of others, do thou 
learn wiſdom; and from their 2 cor- 
rect thine own faults. 


Truſt no man before thou haſt tried , 


him : yea, miſtruſt nat without _— it is 
uncharitable. 


But when thou haſt proved a man to be 23 


honeſt, lock him up in thine heart as a trea- 
ſure ; regard him as © ok of ineſtimable : 
price. 
Refuſe the favours of mercenary men; 
they will be a ſnare unto thee; thou ſhalt 
never be quit of the obligation. 
Uſe not to-day what to-morrow may 
want; neither leave that to hazard which 


foreſi ight may provide for, or care ps event. 


Vet expect not even from prudence in- 
fallible ſucceſs; for the day knoweth not 
what the night may bring forrh. 

The fool is not always unfortunate, nor 
eo wiſe man always ſucceſsful ; yet never 


had a fool a thorough enjoyment, never was 


a wiſe man wholly unhappy. 


_ of his mind beareth hin out. 


F 12) 
SECT. VI. 
FORTITUDE. 


FRILS, and misfortunes, and want, and 
pain, and injury, are more or leſs the 


_ certain lot of every. man that cometh into 
| the world. 


It behoveth thee therefore, 0 Child of 
calamity ; early to fortify thy mind with 
courage and patience, that thou mayſt ſup- 


port with a becoming reſolution, hy allot- 
ted portion of human evil. 


As the camel beareth labour, and heat, 
and hunger, and thirſt, through deſarts of 
ſand, and fainteth not; ſo the fortitude of a 
man ſhall ſuſtain him through all perils. 

A noble ſpirit diſdaineth the malice of 


fortune; his greatneſs of ſoul is not co be 
caſt down. 


He hath not ſuffered his happineſs to de- 
pend on her ſmiles, and therefore with her 


frowns he ſhall not be diſmayed. 


As a rock on the ſea 3 he ſtandeth 


firm, and the daſhing of the waves diſturb- 
eth him not. 


He raiſe in his head like a tower on a hill, 
and the arrows of fortune drop at his feet. 


In the inſtant of danger, the courage of 


his heart ſuſtaineth him ; and the {teadineſs 


t] 


tw} 
He meeteth the evils of life as a man 
that goeth forth unto batile, and returneth 


with victory in his hand. 


Under the preſſure of misfortunes, his 
calmneſs alleviates their weight, and his 


conſtancy (hall: farmount them. 


But the daſtardly ſpirit of a timorous man 
betrayeth him to ſhame. 

By ſhrinking under poverty, he ſtoopethi 
down to meanneſ'; and by tamely bearing 
inſults he inviteth injuries. 

As areed is ſhaken with the breath of 


the air, ſo the n d of evil maketh him 


In che hour of danger, he is embarraſſed - 
and confounded ; in the day of misfortune 


he ſinketh, and deſpair overwhelmeth his 


o ul. 


SECT. VII. 
CONTENTMENT, 


ORGET nor, oh man ! that thy {tation 
on earth is appoii'ted by the wiſdom of 


the Eternal; who knoweth thy heart, who 


ſeeth the vanity of all thy withes, and who 
often, in mercy, denieth thy requeſts. _ 
Yet for all reaſonable deſires, for all ho- 5 


neſt endeavours, his benevolence hath eſta- 
* | i 


. 
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ral p 


Tu 


bliſhed, in the nature of things, a probabi- 
lity of ſucceſs. 


The uneaſineſs thou feeleſt, the misfor- 5 
tunes thou bewaileſt, behold the root from 


whence they ſpring, even thine own folly, 
_ thine own pride, thine own e e 
: fancy. 


Murmur not therefor e at the diſpenſation 1 


of God, but correct thine own heart: nei- 
ther ſay within thyſelf, if I had wealth, or 
power, or leiſure, I ſhould be happy ; for 


know, they all of them bring to their ſeve- 
zoffeflors their peculiar inconveniences. 
5 The poor man fſeeth not the vexations 
and anxieties of the rich, he feeleth not the 


_ difficulties and perplexitics of power, nei- 
tber knoweth he the weariſomeneſs of lei- 


ſure; and therefore it is that he repineth at 


his own lot. 


But envy not the appear ance of bappi- 
neſs in any man, for thou 8 not his 


ſecret griefs. 


To be ſatisfied with a little, | is the oreat- 


eſt wiſdom ; and he that increaſeth his riches, a C 
increaſeth his cares: but a contented mind 
is a hidden treaſure, and trouble findeth TT 
not. | 


Vet if thou ſuffereſt not the 1 


of fortune to rob thee of juſtice, or tempe- 


rance, or charity, or modeſty, even riches 


themlelves ſhall not make thee unhappy, 


( 15 ) 5 
But hence ſhalt thou learn, that the cup 
of felicity, pure and unmixed, is by no 
means a draught for mortal man. 
Virtue is the race which God hath ſet 
him to run, and happineſs the goal; which 
none can arrive at till he hath finiſhed his 
_ courſe, and received his crown in the mau 
ſions of eternity. 


SECT. VIII. 
TEMPERANCE, 


HE neareſt approach thou canſt make 
to happinels on this ſide the grave, 
is to enjoy from heaven underſtanding and 
health. 
Theſe bleſlings, if thou poſſe ſſeſt, and 
wouldſt preſerve to old age, avoid the ab 


lurements of voluptuouſneſs, and iy from | 
her temptations, 


When the ſpreadeth her delicacies on the 
board, when her wine fparkleth in the cup, 
When ſhe ſmileth upon thee, and perſuadeth 
thee to be joyful and happy; then is the 
hour of danger, and ler reaſon ſtand firm 
ly on her guard. 


For if thou hearkeneſt unto the words 


of her adverſary, thou art deceived and be- 
tray ed. 


B 2 


{ 16 ) . 
The joy which ſhe promiſeth dhtngeth 
to madneſs, and her 6nJoy ents lead on to 
diſeaſes and death. 
Look round her board, caſt thine eyes 
upon her gueſt, and obſerve thoſe who 
have been allured by her ſmiles, who have A 


| liſtened to her temptations, _ LE 
Are they not meagre? are they not fick- 


Iy? are they not ſpiritleſs? 


Their ſhort hours of Jollity and riot are 

followed by tedious days of pain and dejec- 
tion. She hath debauched and palled their 
appetites, that they have now no reliſh for 
her niceſt dainties ; her votaries are become 
her victims; the juſt an natural conſe- 

quence which God hath ordained, in the 
conſtitution of things, for the puniſhment of 

_ thoſe who abule his gifts. | 
But who is ſhe that with graceful ſteps, 
and with a lively air trips over yonder plain? 
The roſe bluſheth on her cheeks, the 
ſweetneſs of the morning breatheth from 
Her lips; joy, tempered with innocence and 
modeſty, ſparkleth in her eyes, and from 
the cheerfulneſs of her heart the gem as 
ſhe walks. 


Her name is Health, ſhe | is the daughter 


of exerciſe, who begot her on temperance z 


their ſons inhabit the mountains that ſtretch 


over the northern regions of San Ton Hoe. 


They are brave, _"__ and lively, and 
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(17) 


partake of all the beauties and vir tues of 


their filter. 


Vigour ſtringeth their nerves,  Nrengthy 


dwelleth in their bones, and labour 1 is their 
delight all the day long. 


The employ ments of their father excite 


a their appetites, and the repaſt of their mo- 
ther refreſh them. 5 
Io combat the paſſions, is their delight ; „ 
to conquer evil habits, their glory. 


Their pleaſures are moderate, and there- 
fore they endure ; their repoſe is ſhort, but 


ſound and undiſturbed. 


Their blood is pure, their minds are ſe- 


rene, and the phyſician findeth not the way. 
to their habitations. 8 
Hut ſafety dwelleth not with the ſons of 
men, neither is en found within their 


Sa tes. 


Bchold them expoſed to new dangers 
from without while a traitor within lurketh. 
to betray them. 55 
Their health, their ſtrength, their beau- 
ty, and activity, have raiſed deſire in the 
. botom of laſcivious Love. 


She ſtandeth in her bower, ſhe 8 


their regard, ſhe ſpreadeth her temptations. 


Her limbs are ſoſt and delicate, her at- 


tire is looſe and inviting, Wantonneſs ſpeak- 
eth in her eyes, aud on her boſom fits. 
temptation. Ske beckoneth them with her. 


* 


| 
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finger, ſhe wooeth them with her looks, 


and by the fmoothneſs of her tongue ſhe en- 
deavoureth to deceive. 


Ah! flv from her allurements, ſt op thy 


ears to her enchanting words, If 58 meet- 
eſt the langviſhing of her eyes, if thou hear- 


eſt the ſoftneſs of her voice, if ſhe caſteth 


her arms about thee, ſhe bindeth thee in 
chains for ever. 


Shame followeth, and diſeaſe, and want, 


and care, and repentance. 


Enfeebled by dalliance, with 33 pam- ; 
pered, and ſoftened by floth, ſtrength ſhall 


forſake thy hmbs, and health thy conſtitu- 
tion. 1] hy days ſhall be few, and thoſe in- 


_ glorious ; thy griefs ſhall be many, yet meet | 
with no cOmpulion, - ND | 


e 


629) 
PART I. 


T HET PASSIONS. 


ae 
HOPE AND FEAR. 


HE promiſes of Hope are ſweeter than 


- rake in the bud, and far more flatter- 

ing to expectation ; but the . of 
Fear are a terror to the heart. 
Nevertheleſs, let not Hope allure, nor 
Fear deter thee from doing that which is 

right; ſo ſhalt thou be prepared to meet all 
events with an equal mind. 
The terrors even of death are no terrors . 
to the good; he that committeth no evil, 5 

hath nothing to fear. 


In all thy bs let a * 


aſſurance animate thy endeavours; if thou 
deſpaireſt of ſucceſs, thou ſhalt not ſucceed. 
Terrify not thy ſoul with vain fears, nei- 
ther let thy heart fink within thee from the 

phantoms of imagination. 
From fear proceedleth maſurtune but 
he that hopeth helpeth himſelf. 


1 : 
As the Oftrich when purſued hideth his 
head, but forgetteth his body; ſo the fears 
of a coward expoſe him to danger. - 
If thou believeſt a thing impoſſible, thy 


deſpondency ſhall make it ſo; but he that | 


per ſevereth ſhall overcome all difficulties. > 
A vain hope flattereth the heart of a fool; 
but he that is wiſe purſueth it not. 
In all thy deßres, let reaſon go along with 
' thee, and fix not thy hopes beyond the 
bounds of prebability ; ſo ſhall ſucceſs at- 
tend thy undertakings, thy heart ſhall not 
be vexed with eee ELD? 


JOY AND GRIEF. 


| ET not thy mirth be ſo extravagant as 
to intoxicate thy mind, nor thy ſor- 
row ſo heavy as to depreſs thy heart. This 
world affordeth no good ſo tranſporting, 
nor inflicteth any evil. ſo ſevere, as ſhould. 
Taiſe thee far above, or ſink thee much be- 
neath, the balance of moderation. 
Lo! yonder ſtandeth the houſe of joy. 
It is painted on the out-ſide, and looketh: 

gay ; thou mayeſt know it from the contin- 

ual noiſe of mit th and exultation chat iſſu- 
eth from it. 


Ln) 


The miſtreſs ſtandeth at the door, and 
3 | calleth aloud to all that paſs by; ſhe ſingetn 
= and ſhonteth and laugheth without ceaſing. 


She inviteth them to go in and taſte the 


| | pleafures of life, which ſhe tolleth them are 
E no where to be found but beneath her roof. 


But enter not thou unto her gate; nei- 


I ther aſſociate thyſelf with thoſe who fre- 


cone her houſe. 


They call themſelves the ſons of Joy, they 
i taugh and feenf delighted ; but madnels and 
" | folly are in all their doings. 
They are linked with miſchief hands in 
hand, and their ſteps lead down co evil. 


Dangers beſet them round about, and the 


pit of deſtruction yn beneath their 


feet. 
A now on wa eur Lids ; and behold, 


. in that vale, overſhadowed math trees, and 
hid from the tight of men, the habitation | 


of forrow. 


| Her boſom EDA with ſighs, her 20 
Iis filled with lamentation, ſhe delighteth to 
duell on the ſubje& of human miſery. 
Jj She looketh on the commonaccidents af 
life, and weepeth ; the weakneſs and wick- 


edneſs of man is the theme of her lips. 


All nature to her teemeth with evil, every 
object ſhe ſeeth is tinged with the gloom of 
her own mind, and the voice of complaint 


| faddeneth her dwelling day and night, 


(22) 
Come not near her cell; her breath is 
contagious ; ſhe will blaſt the fruits, and 


wither the flowers, that adorn and ſweeten 2 


the garden of life. 


In avoiding the houſe of Joy, let not thy 
feet betray thee to the borders of this diſ- 
mal manſion ; but purſue with care the mid- 
dle path, which will lead thee by a gentle 


aſcent to the bower of tranquility, 


With her dwelleth peace, with her dwel- 


leth ſafety and comentment. She is cheer- 


ful, but not gay; ſhe is ferious, but not 


grave; ſhe vieweth the joys and the ſor- 


rows of life with an equal and ſteady eye. 
From hence, as from an eminence, ſhalt 
thou behold the folly and the miſery of 
thoſe, who, led by the gaiety of their 
hearts, take up their abode with the com 
panions of jollity and riotous mirth ; or, in- 


fected by gloomineſs and melancholy, ſpend 
all their days in complaining of the woes 
and calamities of human lite. 


Thou ſhalt view them both with 1 
and che error of their ways (hall er thy 


feet from ſtraying.. 


LE nee ate aa ot. 
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"x 23 ) 
SECT. II. 
ANGER. 


8 the e in its fury 8 up 
trees, and deformeth the face of na- 5 
ture, or as an earthquake in its convulſions 

overturneth whole cities; ſo tlie rage of an 
angry man throweth miſchief around him 
| Danger and deſtruction wait on his hand. 

But conſider, and forget not thine own 
weakneſs ;' ſo ſhalt thou pardon the failings : 

of onhers. - 


Indulge not thyſelf in the ſton of An- 
ger ; it is whetting a {word to wound thine 
own breait, or murder thy friend. 


If thou beareſt flight provocations with 
patience, it ſhall be imputed unto thee for 
wiſdom; and it thou wipeſt them from thy 
remembrance, thy heart ſhall not reproach 
$ thee. 

Seeſt thou not that the angry man loſeth 
| his underſtanding? Whilſt thou art yet in 
thy ſenſes, let the wrath of another be a 

# leflon to thyleif, {© 2] 


Do nothing 1 in thy paſſion. Why wilt thou 


put to lea in the violence of a ſtorm? 


If ic be difficult to rule thine anger, it is 


wiſe to prevent it; avoid therefore all occa- 


1 ſions of falling into wrath, or guard chyſelf 
againlt them Whenever they occur. 


(24) 


A fool is provoked with inſolent ſpeeches, 


but a wiſe man laugheth them to ſcorn. 


Harbour not revenge in thy breaſt; it 


will torment thy heart, and diſcolour its beſt 


inclinations. 
Be always more ready to forgive, than 


to return an injury: be that watches for an | 
opportunity of revenge, lieth in wait againſt 
himſelf and draweth down miſchief on his 
own head. 


A mild anſwer to an angry man, like wa- 


- ter caſt upon the fire, abateth his heat ; and 
from an 3 ſhall become thy friend. 


Conſider how few things are worthy of 
anger, and thou wilt wonder that any but 


fools ſhould be wroth. 


In folly or weakneſs it always beginneth 


but remember, and be well aſſured, it ſel- 
dom concludeth without repentance. 


On the heels of folly treadeth ſhame ; at 
the back of anger ſtandeth remorſe. 
| SECT. IV. 
PIT 1 
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on earth by the hand of ſpring, as the 
kindneſs of ſummer produceth in perfection 


the bounties of harveſt; ſo the ſmiles of pity | 
ſhed bleſſings on the children of misfortune. 


„ 


He who pitieth another, recommendeth 


himſelf; but he who is without compaſſion, 
deſerveth ! it not. 


The butcher relenteth not at the bleat- 


ing of the lamb; neither is the heart of the | 


cruel moved with diſtreſs. 


But the tears of the compaſſionate are 
ſweeter than dew-drops, falling from roſes 
on the boſom of the ſpring. _ 

| Shut not thine ear therefore againſt che 
Cries of the poor; neither harden thine heart 


againſt the calamities of the innocent. 


When the fatherleſs call upon thee, when 
the widows heart is ſunk, and ſhe implor- 
eth thy aſſiſtance with tears of ſorrow ; O 
pity her affliction, and extend thy hand to 
thoſe who have none to help them. = 
When thou ſeeſt the naked wanderer of 


the ſtreet, ſhivering with cold, and deſti- 


tute of habitation ; let bounty open thine 
heart, let the wings of charity ſhelter him 
from death, that thine own ſoul may live. 
Whilſt the poor man groaneth on the 
| bed of ſickneſs, whilſt the unfortunate lan- 
guiſh in the horrors of a dungeon, or the 
| hoary head of age lifts up a feeble eye to 
thee for pity; O how canſt thou riot in ſu- 
perfluous enjoyments, regardleſs »f their 


wants, unfecling of their woes! 
"mo 
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SECT. v. 
' DESIRE AND LOVE. 


JEWARE, young man, be wart af this at. * 
lurements of wantonneſs, and let not the 
8 e tempt thee to exceſs in her delights. | 


The madnels of defire ſhall defeat its own 


- purſuits; from the blindneſs of its rage thou 


{halt ruſh upon deſtruction. 


Therefore give not up thy heart to her 
ſweet enticements, neither ſuffer thy foul 
to be enſlaved by her inchanted deluſions. 
The fountain of health, which muſt ſup- 
ply the ſtream of pleaſure, ſhall quickly be 


dried up, and every ring of Joy | hall be 
exhauſted. 


In the prime of thy life, old age ſhall 


| overtake thee; thy ſun ſhall decline in the 
7 morning of thy days. 


But when virtue and modeſty enlighten 


ber charms, the luſtre of a beautiful wo- 
man is brighter than the flars of heaven, 
and the influence of her power it is in vain „ 
to reſiſt. 1 
The whiteneſs of her boſom aid. 0 
eth the lilly; her ſmile is more delicious : 
than a garden of roſes, | 
I he innocence of her eye is like that of 

the turtle ; ſimplicity and truth dwell 1 in her 


heart. 


„ 


(2) 


The kiſſes of her mouth are ſweeter than 


| honey; the perfumes of Arabia breathe 
from her lips. 


Shut not thy boſom to the tenderneſs of 


love; ; the purity of its flame ſhall ennoble 
thine heart, and ſoften it to receive the 
| faireſt Impreſſions. 


PART III. 
WOMAN. 


to the elegance of thy form; and thy beau- 
ty, like the roſe it N ſhall retain 


its ſweetneſs when its bloom is withered. _ 
In the ſpring of thy youth in the morn- 
ing of thy days, when the eyes of men gaze 
on thee with delight, end nature whiſper- 
eth in thine ear the meaning of thy looks; 
ah! hear with caution their ſeduing words, 
5 guard well thy heart, nor liſten to their ſoft 
perſuaſions. 


Remember thou art 3 man's reaſona- 


ble companion, not the {live of his paſſion; 


the end of thy being is not merely to gra- 


y zify his looſe deſire, but to allſiſt him in the 


G2 


IIVE ear, fair daughter of lone, to the 
inſtructions of prudence, and let the 
'| precepts of truth ſink deep into thy heart; 
1 fo ſhall the charms of thy mind add luſtre 
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foils of life, to ſooth him with thy tender⸗ 
neſs, and recompenſe his care with ſoft en- 


dearments, 


Who is ſhe that with the heart of | 


man, that ſubdueth him to love, and reign= | 


eth in his breaſt. 
Lo! yonder ſhe walketh in maiden ſweet- 
nels, with innocence in her nund, . mo- 
deſty on her cheek, 
Her hand ſeeketh employment, her foot 


delighteth not in gadding abroad. 


She is clothed with neatneſs, ſhe is fed. 
with temperance; humility and meekneſs 


are as a crown of glory circling the head. 
On her tongue dwelleth mulic, the ſweet- 


neſs of honey floweth from her lips. 


Decency is in all her words, in her an- 


wers are mildneſs and truth. 


Submiſſion and obedience are the Whone 
of her life, and Feuer and en are her 


reward. 


Before her ſte ps walketh prudence, and 


virtue attendeth at her right hand. 
Her eye ſpeaketh ſoftnels and love; but 
ditcretion with a ſceptre ſitteth on her brow. 


The tongue of the licentious is dumb in 


her preſence, the awe of her virtue keep- 
eth him ſilent, 
When ſcandal is buſy, and the "I of her 
neighbour is toſſed from tongue to tongue; 
if charity and good-nature open not her 
mouth, the finger of filence reſteth on her lip. 
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Her breaſt is the manſion of goodneſs, and 


therefore ſhe ſuſpecteth no evil in others. 


Happy were the man that ſhould make 
her his wife ; happy the child * ſhall call 
her mother. 

She preſideth in the houls, and there i is 


peace ſhe commandeth with judgment, 
and is obeyed. 


She ariſeth in the morning, ſhe conſiders 


her affairs, and appointeth to every one: 
their proper buſineſs. 


The care of her family is her whole de- 
light, to that alone ſhe applieth her ſtudy ; 
and elegance with frugality | is ſeen in her 
manſions. 

The prudence of her management is an ö 


33 to her huſband, and he heareth. her 


praile with a ſecret delight. 
She informeth the minds of her children 
with wiſdom, ſhe faſhioneth their manners 


from the example of her own goodneſs, 


The word of her mouth is the law of 
their youth, the motion of her eye com- 


mandeth their obedience. 


She ſpeaketh, and her ſervants. fly; the 


1 pointeth, and the thing is done: for the law 


of love is in their hearts, and their ane, / 


addeth wings to their feet. I 
In proſperity ſhe is not puffed up, in a þ 


verſity ſhe healeth the wounds of fortune 
wich patience. 
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The troubles of her huſband are alfevi- 
_ ated by her counſels, and ſweetened by her 


ende:irments: he putted his heart in her 4 
boſom, and receiveth comfort. | 


Happy is the man that hath made her 
his wite : happy the child that called 8 | 
mo mother. | | 


N * 


PART IV. 


CONSANGUINITY, OR NATURAL 


RELATIONS, 3. 


HUSBAND. 


ARE unto thyſelf : a wife, and obey the 
ordinance of God; take unto thyſelf a 


wite and become a faithful member of ſo- 
ciety. 


But examine with care, and Bk not fd. 


denly. On thy preſent choice depends thy — 
future happineſs. = Fo 


It much of her time is deſtroyed in derek 
and adornments; if ſhe is enamoured with 


her own beanty, and delighted with her own. 
praiſe; if ſhe laugheth much, and talketh 
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Tz 1 dad; Tf her foot abideth not in n her father's 


houſe, and her eyes with boldneſs rove on 
the faces of men: though her beauty were 
as the ſun in the firmament of heaven, turn 
thy face from her charms, turn thy feet 


I from her paths, and ſuffer not thy ſoul to de 
inlnared by the alurements of imagination. 


But when thou findeſt ſenſibility of heart 
oy joined with ſoftneſs of manners; an accom- 

pliſhed mind, with a form agreeable 10 thy 
fancy; take her home to thy houſe ; ſhe is 
worthy. to be thy friend, thy companion in 


| lite, the wife of thy boſom. 


O cheriſh her, as a bleſſing ſent thee from 
Heaven. Let the kindneſs of thy behaviour 
endear thee to her heart. 
She is the miſtreſs of thy houſe; treat her 
therefore witli reſpect, that wy ſervants may 
obey her. 

Oppoſe not her inclination without cauſe ; 
ſhe is the partner of thy cares, make her | 
alſo the companion of thy pleaſures. 
Reprove her faults with gentleneſs, exact 
not her obedience with rigour. 


TITruſt thy ſecrets in her breaſt; her coun- 
| fels are ſincere, thou ſhalt not be deceived. 


Be faithful to her bed; for ihe is the 
mother of thy children. 

When pain and ſickneſs aſſault her, let 
thy tenderneſs ſooth her affliction: a look 
from thee of pity and love, ſhall alleviate. 
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| her grief, or mitigate her pain, and be of 
more avail than ten phyſicians. 


_ Conſider the tenderneſs of her ſex, the 


deliegcy of her frame; and be not ſevere 
to her weakneſs, but remember thine own 
imperfections. 


SECT. II. 
FATHER. 


NOnſider thou who art a parent, the im- 
portance of thy truſt; the being thou 


haſt produced it is thy duty to ſupport. 


Upon thee alſo it dependeth, whether 


the child of thy boſom ſhail be a bleſſing or | 
a curſe to thyſelf; an uſeful or a worthleſs 


member to the community). 
Prepare him early with inſtruction, and 


ſeaſon his mind with the maxims of truth. 


Walch the bent of his inclination, ſet him 


right in his youth, and let no evil habit * 
ſtrength with his years. 


So ſhall he riſe like a cedar on the moun- 


tains; his head ſhall be ſeen above che ti ces 
of the foreſt. 


A wicked ſon is a reproach to his cakes, "2 


but he that doth 1ight, is an honour to his 
gray hairs. 


The foil is thine own, "Ry it not want cul- 


( 33 ) 
tivation ; the ſeed which thou ſoweſt, that 
alſo ſhalt thou reap. 


Teach him obedience, and he ſhall bleſs i 


thee; teach him modeſty, and he ſhall 1 not 
be aſhamed. 


Teach him araticnde, ind he ſhall re- 


ceive benefits; teach him N and be - 


ſhall gain love. 
Teach him temperance, and he ſhalt 


have health; ; teach him prudence, and for- 
tune ſhall attend him. 


Teach him juſtice, and he (hall be ho- 


1 noured by the world; teach him with ſin- 
cerity, and his own heart ſhall not As mn : 
him. 
| Teach him diligence, and his weakly 
— ſhall increaſe ; teach him benevolence, and 

his mind ſhall be exalted. 


Teach him ſcience, and his life ſhall be 


_ uſeful ; teach him religion, and his death 
ſhall be happy. 


SECT. In. 
SON. 


ROM the creatures of God let man 
learn wiſdom, and apply | to himſelf the 


Go to the . my ſon; 8 the 
young ſtork of the wilderneſs, let him ſpeak 


( 34 ) 


to thy heart; he beareth on his wings his 


aged es, he lodgeth him in lafety, and 


ſupplieth him with food 


The piety of a child is ſweeter than the 


incenſe of Perſia, offered to the ſun; yea, 
more delicious than odours wafted from a 


field of Arabian ſpices, by the weſtern gale. 
Be grateful then to thy father, for he 

gave thee life; and to thy mother, for ſhe 

ſuſtaineth thee. 

Hear the words of his mouth, for they 

are ſpoken for thy good; give ear to his 

admonition, for it proceedeth from love. 


He hath watched for thy welfare, he 


hath toiled for thy eaſe ; do honour there- 
fore to his age, and let not his gray hairs 
be treated with irreverence. 


| Forget not thy helpleſs infancy, nor the 
frowardneſs of thy youth, and indulge the 


infirmities of thy aged parents; aſſitt and 


ſupport them in the decline of lite. 


do ſhall their hoary heads go down to the 
grave in peace; and thine own children, in 
reverence of thy example, ſhall reps thy 
: piety with filial love, 
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8 ECT. IV. 


BROTHERS. 


1E are the Pr of one aber pro- 
vided for by his care; and the breaſt 


ot one mother hath given you ſuck. 


Let the bonds of affection therefore unite 


thee with thy brothers, that peace and hap- 


pineſs may dwell in thy father's houſe. 
And when you ſeparate in the world, re- 


member the relation that bindeth you to 
love and unity ; and prefer not a ſtranger : 


before thine own blood. 
If thy brother is in adverſity, aſſiſt him ; 


if thy liſter is in trouble, forſake her not. 


So ſhall the fortunes of thy father con- 


tribute to the ſupport of his whole race; 
and his care be continued to you all, in 


your love to each other. 
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PART . 


' PROVIDENCE ; OR, THE Ar 4 
DIFFERENCES OF MEN. 


SECT. I. 
WISE AND IGNORANT. 


HE gifts of the underſtanding are the 


treaſures of God ; and he appointeth }_ 
to every one his portion, in what meaſure Þ} 


| ſeemeth good unto himſelf. 
Hath he endued thee with wiſdom? hath 
he enlightened thy mind with the knowledge 


of truth? Communicate it to the ignorant, | 
for their inſtruction ; communicate it to the 


wiſe, for their own improvement. 
True wiſdom is leſs preſunung than folly. 
The wiſe man doubteth often, and chang- 
eth his mind: the fool is obſtinate, and 
doubtetli not; he knoweth all things, but = 
his own ignorance. 
Ihe pride of emptineſs i is an abomina- 
tion; and to talk much is the fooliſhneſs of 
| Folly : nevertheleſs, it is the part of wiſdom, 
to bear with patience their impertinence, 
and to pity their e. 


(9) 


Yet be not puffed up in thine own con- 
ceit, neither boaſt of ſuperior underſtand- 
ing ; the cleareſt human knowledge 1 is but 
blindneſs and folly, 


The wiſe man feeleth his imperfections, | 


and is humbled ; he laboureth in vain for 
his own approbation But the fool peep- 
eth in the ſhallow ſtream of his own mind, 
and is pleaſed with the pebbles which he 
ſeeth at "I bottom: he bringeth them up 


and ſheweth them as pearls; and with the 


applauſe of his brethren delighteth he him- 
felt. 


He boaſteth of attainments in things 


= that are of no worth; but where it is a 


ſheme to be ron, there he hath no un- 
derſtanding. © 


Even in the paths of widow, he rollerh 


after folly ; and thame and diſappointment 


are the reward of his labour. 
But the wiſe man cultivates his mind 


with knowledge; the improvement of arts 


| is his delight, and their utility to the public 
- crowneth him with honour. 


| Nevertheleſs, the attainment of virtue 


hs accounteth as the higheſt learning; and 


the ſcieuce of happineſs is the ſtudy of his 


life. 
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SECT. U. 
RICH AND POOR. 


HE man to whom God hath given 
riches, and bleſſed with a mind to em- 
oy them aright, is peculiarly favoured 


and highly diſtinguiſhed. 


He looketh on his wealth with pleaſure, 


: becauſe it affordeth him the means to do 
- good. 


He protecteth the poor that 3 are injured, | 


| he ſuffereth not the mighty to oppreſs the 
weak. 


He ſeeketh out objects of compaſſion, he 


inquire th into their wants, he relieveth them 


with judgment, and without oſtentation. 
He aſſiſteth and rewardeth merit; he en- 


courageth ingenuity, and liber ally promot- 
eth every uleful deſign. 


He carrieth on great works, his country 
is enriched, and the Jabourer is employed; 


he formeth new ſchemes, an 0 the arts re- 


ceive improvement. h 
He conſide reth the ſuperfluities of his ta- 


ble as belonging to the poor of his neigh- 


bourlood, and he defraudeth them not. 
The ee bs of his mind is not 


. checked by his fortune ; he rejoiceth there- 
foie in liches, and his joy i is blameleſs. 


( 39 ) 

But wo unto him that heapeth up wealth 
in abundance, and rejoiceth alone in the 
poſſeſſion thereof. 5 
That grindeth the face of the poor, and 

conſidereth not the ſweat of their brows. 

He thriveth on oppreſſion without feel- 
ing ; the ruin of his brother diſturbeth him 
not. 
The tears of the orphan he ichech as 


milk, the cries of the widow are muſic to 
his ear. 


His heart is tiardeved with. the love of 
wealth; no grief nor diſtreſs can make im- 


preſſion upon it. 


But the curſe of iniquity purſueth him : 


he liveth in continual fear; the anxiety of 


his mind, and the rapacious defires of his 
own ſoul, take vengeance upon him, for the 


calamitics he hath brought upon others. 


O what are. the miſeries of poverty, in 


compariſon with the gnawings of this man's 


heart! 
Let the poor man comfort himſelf, yea, 


rejoice; for he hath many reaſons, 


He ſitteth down to his morſel in peace, 25 
his table is not crowded with flatterers and . 
devourers. 

He is not embarraſſed with a train of 


dependents, nor teaſed with the clamours of 
lolicitation. 
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Debarred from the dainties of the rich, 
he eſcapeth alſo their diſeaſes. | 
The bread that he eateth, is it not ſweet | 
to his taſte ; the water he drinketh, is it not 
- pleaſant to his thirſt? yea, far more delici- | 
ous than the richeſt draughts of the luxu- 
rious. 
is labour preſerveth his health, and pro- 
cureth him a repoſe, to which the downy |} 
bed of ſloth is a ſtranger. | 
lle limiteth his deſires with humility, and 
the calm of contentment is ſweeter to his 
ſoul, than all the acquirements of wealth 3 


and grandeur. 


Let not the rich therefore preſume on his b 
riches, nor the poor in his poverty yield to j 


deſpondence ; for the providence of God | 
prevent happineſs to them both. 


SECT. Ill. 
MASTERS AND SERVANTS. 


Epine not, O man, at the ſtate of ſer- 


vitude: it is the appointment of God, 
and hath many advantages; it removeth 


thee from the cares and ſolicitudes of life.“ 


The honour of a ſervant is his fidelity ; 


his higheſt virtues are ſubmiſſion and obe- 


dience. 
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Be patient therefore under the reproofs 
of thy dey 3 and when he rebuketh thee, 


anſwer not again, The filence of thy re- 
ſignation ſhall not be forgotten. 

Be ſtudious of his intereſts, be diligent in 
his affairs, and faithful to the truſt Wu» he 
repoſeth 1 in thee. 

_ Thy time and thy labour belong unto. 
Defraud him not en. for he 
payeth thee for them. 

And thou who art a maſter, be juſt to 
thy ſervant, it thou expecteſt from him fi- 
delity ; and reaſonable in thy commands, if 


thou expecteſt a ready obedience. 


The ſpirit of a man is in him; ſeverity 
and rigour may create fear, but can never 
command his love. 

Mix kindneſs with reproof, and reaſon 
with authority; ſo ſhall thy admonitions 
take place in his heart, and his duty ſhall 
become his pleaſure. 

He thall ſerve thee. faithfully from the 
motive ot gratitude ; he ſhall obey thee 
cheerfully trom the principle of love; and 
fail not thou, in return, to give bis diligence 
and tiaeliy their proper reward. 
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SECT. IV. 
| MAGISTRATES AND SUBJECTS. 


Thou, the favourite of Heaven, whom 
the ſons of men, thy equals, have 


agreed to raiſe to ſovereign power, and ſet 


as a ruler over themſelves; conſider the ends 


and importance of their truſt, far more than 


the dignity and height of thy ſtation. 
Thou art clothed in purple, and ſeated 


on a throne ; the crown of majeſty inveſteth 


thy temples, the ſceptre of power is placed 


in thy band: but not for thyſelf were theſe 
enſigus given; not meant for thine. OWN, 
but the g good ef thy kingdom. i 


J he glory of a king is the welf. re of his. 


people ; his power and dominion reſteth on 


the hearts of his ſubjects. 
The wind of a great prince is had \ 


with. the grandeur of his ſituation ; he re- 4 
volveth high things, and ſearcheth for buſi- 
neſs worthy of his power. 


He calleth together the wiſe men of his 


kingdom, he conſulteth among them with 


| freedom, and heareth the opinions of them 
all. 


He looketh am ong his people wich dif 
cernment, he diſcovereth the abilities of 
men, and employ eth chem eee to 
Lhcir merits. 
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His magiſtrates are juſt, his miniſtors are 


3 wiſe, and the favourite of bs boſom deceiv- 
eth him not. 


He ſmileth on the arts, and they flou- 
riſh; the ſciences i improve beneath the cul- : 


ture off his band. 


With the lear ad and ingenious | he de- 


lighteth himſelf, he kindleth in their breaſts 
emulation, and the glory of his kingdom | 13 
_ exalted by their labours. 


The ſpirit of the merchant who extend- 
eth his commerec, the {kill of the farmer 
who enricheth his lands, the ingenuity of 
the artiſt, the improvements of the ſcho- 


lar; all theſe he honoureth with his favour, 


or rewarded with his bounty. 
He planteth new colonies, he buildeth 5 
ſtrong ſhips, he openeth rivers for convem- 


ence, he formeth harbours for ſafety; his 


people abound in riches, and the ſtrength 


of his kingdom encreateth. 


He frameth his ſtatutes with equity and 
wiſdom ; his ſubjects enjoy the fruits of their 


labour in ſecurity; and their happineſs con- 
| fiſts in their obſervance of the law. 


He foundeth his judgment on the princi- 


ples of mercy ; but, in the puniſhment of 
offenders, he is ſtrict and impartial, 


His ears are open to the complaints of 
his ſubjects; he rettraineth the hand of their 


oppreſſors, and delivereth them from their 
ty ranny. HE 


cauſe; they ſtand in his defence as 
of braſs; the ar my of a tyrant flieth 
them as chaff before tbe wind. 


im) 
His people therefore look up to him as a 


father, with reverence and love: they con- 


ſider him as the guardian of all they enjoy. 
Their affection unto him begetteth in his 


breaſt a ſove of the public; the ſecurity of 4 
their happineſs is the object of his care. | 


No murmurs againſt him ariſe in their 


| hear: s ; the machinations of his enemies en- 
danger not his ſtate. | 


His ſubjc&s are faithful, nd: firm in his 


wall 
efore 4 


Security and peace bleſs the dwellings of 


his people; and glory and irengen incircle ; | 
his throne for ever. 4 
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PART VI. 


THE SOCIAL DUTIES. 


BENEVOLENCE, 


7HEN thou conſidereſt thy wants, when 
thou beholdeſt thy imperfections, 


| acknowledge his goodneſs, O fon of huma- 


nity ! who honoured thee with reaſon, en- 
dued thee with ſpeech, and placed thee in 
ſociety, to receive and couter reciprocal 
helps and mutual obligations, 5 
Thy food, thy cloathing, thy conveni- 
ence of habitation; thy protection from the 
injuries, thy enjoyments of the comforts and 


the pleaſures of life : all theſe thou oweſt to 


the aſſiſtance of others, and couldſt not en- 
joy but. in the bands of fociety. 

It is thy duty therefore to be a friend to 
mankind, as it is thy intereſt that man 
mould be friendly to thee. 


As the role breatheth ſweetneſs from its 
$ own nature, ſo the heart of a benevolent 
man . good works. 
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He enjoyeth the eaſe and tranquility of | 
his own breaſt, and rejoiceth in the happi | 
| neſs and proſperity of his neighbour. | 
He openeth not his ear unto ſlander ; the 
faults and the a of men give a pain to 

his heart. 1 
| His deſire is to do $668, and he ſearch- ; 
eth out the occaſions thereof; in removing 
the oppreſſion of another, he relievetli him- 
ſelf. 
From the largeneſs of his mind, be com- . 

prehendeth in his wiſhes the happineſs of all 
men; and from the generoſity of his heart, 
he endeavoureth Lo promote it. 


SECT. Il 
JUSTICE. 


| HE peace of ſociety dependeth on juf- 
tice ; the happineſs of individuals, on 


the ſafe enjoyment of all their poſſeſſions. 
Keep the deſires of thy heart, therefore, 
within the bounds of moderation ; let the 
hand of juſtice lead them aright. 
| Caſt not an evil eye on the goods of thy 
neighbour ; let whatever i is his property be 
lacr ed from thy touch. 
Let no temptation ns thee, nor any 


provocation excite thee, to lift up thy hand 


to the hazard of his lite. 
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' Defame him not in his character; bear 
no falſe witneſs againſt him. 

Corrupt not his ſervant to cheat or for- 
ſake him; and the wife of his boſom, O 


|| tempt not to ſin! 


It will be a grief to his heart which thou 
canſt not relieve ; an injury to his life which, 
no reparation can atone. 

In thy dealings with men, be impartial 

and juſt ; and do unto them as thou wouldſt 
they ſhould do unto thee. 

| Be faithful to thy truſt, and deceive not 
the man who relieth upon thee : be affured 
its leſs evil in the 9 of God to ſteal chan 
to betray. 

Oppreſs not the poor, and defraud not of 
his hire the labouring man. 

When thou ſelleſt for gain, hear the Whit⸗ 
perings of conſcience, and be ſatisfied with | 
moderations : not from the 1 cpa of the 
buyer make any advantage. 

Pay the debis which thou oweſt ; for be 


who gave the credit, relied upon thy ho- 


nour; and to with-hold from him his due, 
is buth mean and unjuſt. Cn aa ria enpae: © 

Finally, O ſon of ſociety! examine thy 
hens, call remembrance to thy aid; and 
if in any of thefe things thou findeſt thou 
has traugreſſed, take forrow and ſhame to 
thy ſclf, and make ipeedy reparation to the 
utmoit of thy pov cre 
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SECT. III. 
CHARITY. 

APPY-is the man who hath wn in | 


his breaſt the ſeeds of benevolence ; 
the produce thereof ſhall be charity and 


love. 


From the founeath of his heart (ball riſe 


rivers of goodneſs; and the ſtreams ſhall 
overflow for the benefit of mankind. 


He aſſiſteth the poor in their trouble; he f 
rejoiceth in furthering the proſperity of all N 


men. 


He cenſuretli not his neighbour, ko be. 1 


-Raveth vos the tales of envy and malevo- A 


lence, neither repeateth he their ſlanders. | 
He forgiveth the injuries of men, he | 


wipeth them from his remembrance; re- 


venge and malice have no place in his 'F 


__ hearr. 


For evil he returneth not evil; he barb 


not even his enemics, but requiteth their 
8 knen with friendly admonition. 


I be griefs and auxieties of men excite 


his compalſion; he endeavoureth to allevi- 


ate the weight of their misfortunes, and the 
pleaſure of tuccels rewardeth his labour. 
He calms the fury, he healeth the quar- 


rels of angry men, and preventeth the miſ- 


cluets ot {trite and men. 


and good -will, and his name is repeated 
with 2 and benedictions. 


whence his ſpring was ſupplied ; ſo the heart 
of a grateful man delighteth in returning a 


cheerfulneſs, he looketh on his benefactor 
with love and eſteem. 


he nouriſheth the memory of it in his breaſt 
with kindneſs, he korgetteth it not all the 
days of his life. 


clouds of heaven, which drop upon the 
| heart of the ungrateful is like a deſart of 
ſand, which ſwalloweth with greedineſs the 
ſhowers that fall, and buricth them in its 


boſom, and produceth nothing. 


to conceal the benefit he hath conferred : 


(ou) 


He promoteth in his neighbourhood peace 


GRATITUDE. 
4 S the branches of a tree return their 


ſap to the root, from whence it aroſe ; 
as a river poureth his ſtreams to the ſea 


benefit received. 
He acknowledgeth his 8 with 


And if to return it be not in his power, 


The hand of the generous man is like he 


earth fruits, herbage, and flowers: but the 


Envy not thy bene factor, neither ſtrive | 


E. 


(9) * 


od, tho? * act of generality: 1 
admiration; yet the humility of gratitude 
toucheth the heart, and is amiable 1 in the 
ſight both of God and man. 
But receive not a favour from the hgand 
of the proud; to the ſelfiſh and avaritious | 
have no obligation: the vanity of pride ſhall * 
expoſe thee to ſhame, the greedineſs 
= avarice hall never be latisfied. | 


SECT. V. 
SINCERITY. 


Thou who art enamonred with the © 


' beauties of truth, and haſt fixed thy 
heart on the ſimplicity of her charms, hold 
faſt thy fidelity unto her, and forſake her 
not; the conſtancy of thy virtue ſhall crown 
thee with honour. DE 
Ihe tongue of the ſincere is rooted in his 
heart; hy pocriſy and deceit have no Place 
in his words. 92 
He blulheth at falle hood, and is 1 
ed; but in eee the truth he hath a 
fieady ein, 
He ſupporteth as à man the dignity of his 


character; to the arts of y pocri be ſcorn- 
eth to itoop. 


„ 
He is conſiſtent with himſelf; he is ne- 
ver enbarraſſed; he hath courage W 
for truth, but to lie he is afraid. 
He is far above the meanneſs of diſſimu- 
lations; ; the words of his mouth are the 


5 thoughts of his heart. 


Yer with prudence and caution he open- 
eth his lips; he ſtudieth what 1s right, and 
| ſpeaketh with diſcretion. 
He adviſcth with friendſhip; he reprov- 
eth with freedom; and whatſoever he pro- 
miſeth, ſhall ſurely be pertormed. 
But the heart of the hypocrite is hid in 
his breaſt; he maſketh his words in the 
ſemblance ot truth, while the buſineſs of 
hy his life is only to deceive. 
He laugheth in forrow, he weepech in 
joy ; mand the words of his mouth have no 
Interpretation. 
He worketh in the dark as a mole, and 
fancieth he is fate; bur he blundereth into 
light, and is delayed and expoſed, with his 
_ dirt on his head. 
He paſſeth his days in perpetual con- 
ſtraint; his tongue and his heart are for 
ever at variance. 
| He laboureth for the charadder of a righs 
teous man; and huggeth himſelt in the 
thoughts of his cunning. 
O tool, fool! the pains which thou tak- 
eſt ro hide what thou art, are no more than 
23 
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would make thee what thou wouldſt ſeem? 
and the children of wiſdom ſhall mock at 
thy cunning, when in the midſt of ſecurity, 
thy diſguiſe is ſtripped off, and the finger 
= of deriſion ſhall point thee to ſcorn, 1 


PART W. 
RELIGION. 


HERE is but one God, the author, 
the creator, the governor of the 


world ; almighty, eternal, and incompre- 
henlible. 


The ſun is not God, though his nobleſt 


image. He enlighteneth the world with his 


brightneſs, his warmth giveth lite to the pro- 
ducts of the earth: admire him as the crea- 


ture, the inſtrument of God; bur worſhip 
him not. 


To the One who is . moſt wiſe 4 


and beneficent, and to him alone belong 
_ worſhip, adoration, thankſgiving, and praiſe, 

Who hath ſtretched forth the heavens '" 
with his hand, who hath deſeribed with his 
| Rager the courles of the ſtars. 


| Who ſetteth bounds to the ccean, that 


it cannot paſs; and faith unto the ſtormy | 


winds, Be ſtill. 


Who ſhaketh the earth, * the: nations 


(3) 

tremble ; who darteth his lightnings, ard the” 
wicked are diſmayed. 
Who called forth worlds by the word of 
his month; who ſmiteth with his arm, and 
they ſink into nothing. 

O reverence the majeſty of the Omni- 

potent; and tempt not his anger, leſt 

* thou be deſtroyed.” 

The providence of God is over all his 

works; he ruleth and directeth with int 

nite wiſdom. 955 

He hath inſtituted laws for the govern- 
ment of the world; he hath wonderfully 
varied them in all beings ; and each, * his 
nature, conformed to his will. 

In the depths of his mind he revolveth 
all knowledge; the ſecrets of futurity lie 
open before him. 

The choughts of thy heart are naked to 
his view; he knoweth thy determinations: 
before they are made. 

With reſpect to his pr eſcience, there is 


nothing contingent; with reſpect to his pro- 


vidence, there is nothing accidental. 
Wonderful he is in all his ways; his 


counſels are inſerutable; the manner of his: 
knowledge tranſcendeth thy conception. 


Pay therefore to his wiſdom all honour. 
„ and veneration ; and bow down thyſelf. 
in humble and ſubmilſive obedience to 

his ſupreme direction.“ 


E 3 
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B 
The Lord is gracious. and beneficent ; he 


hath created the world in mercy and love. 


His go"dneſs is conſpicuous in all his 


works; he is the fountain of excellence, the 


centie of perfection. 
The creatures of his hand Solas his 


| goodnels, and all their enjoyments ſpeak 


his praiſe ; he clotheth them with beauty, 
he ſuppurteth them with food, he preſerv- 


eth them with e from generation to 
generation. 


If M e lift up our eyes to the heavens, his 


glory ſhineth forth; if we caſt them down 
upon the earth, it is full of his goodneſs; 
the hills and the valleys rejoice and ſing ; | 
fields, rivers, and woods, reſound his praiſe. 
But thee, O man! he hath diſtinguiſhed | 
with peculiar favour; and exalted thy ſta- | 
tion above all creatures. 


He hath endued - thee with. reaſon, to 


maintain thy dominion; he hath fitted thee 


with language, to improve by. ſociety ; and 
exalted thy. mind with the powers. of medi-- 


tation, to contemplate and adore his inimi- 
table perfection. 
Aud the laws he hath dad. as . 


rule of thy liſe, ſo kindly hath he ſuited thy 


duty to thy nature, that obedience to his 


precepis is happiueſs to thyſclt. 
« Q praiſe his goodneſs with ſongs of 


2 thankſgiving, and meditate in lence on: 


(5s) 


« the wonders of his love: let thy heart 


% Overflow with gratitude and acknowledg- 
« ment, let the language of thy lips ſpeak 

„ praiſe and adoration, let the actions of 
« thy life ſhew thy love to his law.” 


The Lord is juſt and righteous, and will 
judge the earth with equity and truth. 
Hath he eſtabliſhed his laws in goodneſs 


and mercy, and ſhall he not puniſh the 


tranſgreſſors thereof? 
O think not, bold man! because thy pu- 
niſhment is delayed, that the arm of the 


Lord is weakened ; neither flatter thyſelf 


with hopes that he winketh at thy doings. 
His eye pierceth the ſecrets of every 


heart, and he remembereth them for ever: 
he reſpecteth not the perſons or the ſtations 


of men. ; 
The high and the low, the rich and the 


poor, the wiſe and the ignorant, when the 


ſoul hath ſhaken off the cumbrous ſhackles 


of this mortal life, ſhall equally receive from 
the ſentence of God a juſt and everlaſting 


retribution, according to their works. 


Then {ſhall} the wicked tremble and be 
afraid ; but the heart of the Ns: {hall 


rejoice in his judgments. 


% Q fear the Lord, therefore, all the 
« days of thy lite, and walk in the paths 
„ which he hath opened before thee. Let 
„ prudence adinonith thee, let temperance _ 
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0 reſtrain, let juſtice 096 a hand, bene- 
0 yolence warm thy heart, and gratitude to 
« Heaven inſpire thee with devotion. Theſe ' 
« ſhall give thee happineſs in thy preſent 


. 


eternal ee in the paradiſe of God.“ 


Thie is the true Oxconony of Hv MAN. 


LIFE. 


ſtate, and bring thee to the manſions of 


1 


„ 

OE CON O M Y 
* OM 

HUMAN LIFE. 
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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE | 


THE EARL OF ##*M#* 


5 P bing, Jan, 1 10. 23 5 
Mm Lord, 


OT a month ee 1 had Melo to 
your Lordſhip the tranſlation I had 
ſattempted of the Oriental ſyſtem of morali- 
ty, ſo famous, in theſe parts, we were a- 
greeably ſurpriſed with a manuſcript of the 
 Eſame ſize ; whole antiquity, characters, and 
other internal marks determined it to be 
the performance of the ſame author; which, 
at the ſame time that it ſhewed us ſime - 
thing was wanting to what he had before 


| eſteemed a complete ſyſtem, very Happy Wy 


z ſuppiied the deficiency. 
I could not reſt, after the firtt n 
into it, without the pleaſing taſk of a tranf- 
lation; nor, when 1 had finiſned it, without 
doing my ſr f the honour of tranſmitting it 

to your Lordſhip. I need not tell your 
Lordthip, that the energy of thought, ſubli- 

mity ol ſtile, and many other circumitances, 
prove it to come from the divine hand that 
planned the other. The ſubſtance of it 
carries abundantly more proof of it. 
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( 6 ) 
If I did not flatter myſelf that the firſt 


Part had met the honour of your Lord- 
ſhip's approbation, I ſhould not be ſo ear- 
neſt in diſpatching this after it. But while! 
1 know the value of the work, and your 
Lordſhip's diſtinguiſhing genius, it would be 
ridiculous to affect a doubt about it. 


I am, 
| My LoRD, 


Yours, &c. 
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BOOK . 


MAN CONSIDERED IN THE GENERAL. 


CHAP. I. 


| or THE HUMAN FRAME AND STRUC: 


EAK and ignorant as thou art, O 
man ! humble as thou oughtcſt to be, 


O child of the duſt! wouldil thon rail: thy 


thoughts to infinite wiſdom? wouldſt thou 
ſee omniporence, diſplayed before thee ? W 
Contemplate thine own fame. 

Fearfully and wonderfully art thou made : : 


praiſe there fore thy creator with awe, and 


rejoice before him with reverence. 
Wherefore of all creatw es art thon only 


erect, but that thou jhouldſt behold his 


works! wherefore art thou to beho'd, but 
that thou mayclt admire them! wherefore 
to admire, but that thou maycſt adore their 
and thy Creator. 
Wherefore is conſciouſneſs renaths.; in thee 
alone; and whence is it derived to thee? 


F 


1 
4. { 
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It is not in fleſh to think ; it is not in 


bones to reaſon. The lion knoweth not 
that worms ſhall cat him; the ox perceiv- 
eth not that he is fed for ſlaughter. 


Something is added to thee unlike to 
what thou ſeeſt: ſomething informs thy clay, 


| higher than all that is the object of thy | 
ſenſes. Behold, what is it? 


Thy body remaineth perfect after it is 
fled, therefore it is no part of it: it is im- 


: material, therefore it is eternal: it is free 
to act, therefore it is unaccountable for irs 


actions. 
Knoweth the ak the uſe of food, 8 


his teeth mow down the herbage? or ſtand- 
eth the crocodile erect. although his back- 


bone is ſtraight as thine ? 
God formed thee as he had forte theſe : 


after them all „ert thou created; ſuperio- 
rity and command were given thee over all, 
and of his own breath did he commuvicate | 
to thee thy principle of knowledge. 


Know thylſclf then the pride of his crea- 


tion, the link uniting divinity and matter ; 
behold a part of God himſelf within thee : 
remember thine own dignity, nor dare de- 


ſecnd to evil or to meanneis. 
Who pla::ted terror in the tail of the ſer- 
pent? who ciothed the ncck of the horſe 


With thunder? even he who hath inſtructed 


thee to cru the one under thy feer, and 


tio tame the other to thy purpoſes. 


( 63 ) 
CHAP. II. 
or THE USE OF THE SENSES. 
FAUNT not of thy body, becauſe it 


was firſt formed; nor of thy brain, be- 
5 thereiu thy ſoul reſideth. Is not the 


maſter of the houſe more honourable than - 
- .1ts walls! | 


The ground muſt be prepared before 


corn be planted : the potter muſt build his 
furnace before he can'make his porcelain. 


As the breath of Heaven ſayeth unto the 


water of the deep, This way ſhall thy bil- 
lows roll, and no other: thus high, and no 
higher, (hall they raiſe their tury ; ſo let 


thy ſpirit, O man, actuate and direct thy 


_ fleth; ſo let it repreſs its wildneſs. 


Thy ſoul is the monarch of thy frame ; 


ſuffer not its ſubjects to rebel againſt it. 


Thy body is as the globe of the heart, 


a bones the pillars that ſuſtain it on its 
bafis. 


As the ocean giveth riſe to ſprings, whoſe 


waters return again into its boſom through 
the rivers, ſo runneth thy life from the 
| heart outwards, and 10 returneth it unto its 

3 place again. 


Do not both retain their courle FE: ever? 


| Behold, the lame God ordained them, 
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Is not thy noſe the channel to perfumes ? 


thy mouth the path to delicacies? yet know 
thou, that perfumes long {melt become of- 


fenſive, that delicacies deſtroy the appetites 


they flitter, 


Are not thine eyes the centinels that 
watch for thee? yet how often are they | 
unable to diſtinguiſh truth from error? 

| Keep thy ſoul in moderation, teach thy 


ſpirit to be attentive to its good; fo ſhall | 
theſe its miniſters be always 10 thee con- 


veyances of truth. 
Thine hand, is it not a miracle? Is there | 


in the creation aught like unto it? Where- 
fore was it given thee, but that thou 
mighteſt ſtretch it out to the aſſiſtance of 


thy brother? 5 wy 
Why of all things living art thou alone 


made capable of bluthing? the world ſhall 
read thy thame upon thy face; therefore do 


nothing thametul. 
Fear and diſmay, why rob they thy coun- 


tenance of lis ruddy ſplendour ? avoid guilt, | 
and thou ſhalt know that fear is beucath 
thee; that diſmay is unmanly. 


Wherefore to the alone ſpeak ſhadows in ; 
the viſions of thy pillow ? Reverence them; 


for know that dreams are from on high. 


]hou man alone can ſpeak. Wonder 


at thy glorious prerogative ; and pay to him 
| Who gave it thee rational and welcome | 


( 65 ) 


praiſe, teaching thy children wiſdom, inſfruc- n 
oy the offspring of wy loins 1 in Piety. 


CHAP. III. 


uE 0 L OF MAN, 178 ORIGIN AND 
"AFFECTION. 

R Pieter O man! of thy external 

part, are health, vigour, and propor- 

tion. The greateſt of theſe is health. What 


health is to the Ou even that is, honeſty 
to the ſoul. 


That thou haſt a four. is of all know- 


ledge the moſt certain, of all truths the 


moſt plain unto thee. Be meek, be grate- 
ful for it. Seek not to know it perfectly. 


A t is inſcrutable. 


Thinking, underſtanding, reaſoning, wil- 


ng, call not theſe the foul, T hey are its. 


actions, but rhey are not its eſſencee. 

Raiſe it not too high, that thou be not 
deſpiſed. Be not thou like unto thoſe who 
fall by climbing, neither debaſe it to the 
ſenſe of brutes; nor be thou like to the 
horſe and the an; in whom there Is no 
underſtanding. 
| Search it by its f, zculties, know it by its 
virtues. They are more in number than 
the hairs of thy head; the ſtars of heaven 


are not to be counted with thein. 
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Think not with Arabia, that one ſoul is 


parted among all men ; neither believe thou . 
with the ſons of Egypt, that every man 
hath many: know, that as thy heart, ſo 


allo thy foul is one. 


Doth not the tun harden the clay ? doth. 
it not alſo ſoften the wax? As it is one ſun 


that worketh both, even ſo 1 it is one foul 


that willeth contraries. 


As the moon retaineth her nature aid 


darkneſs ſpread itſelf before her face as a 


curtain, ſo the foul remaineth pertect even 


in the boſom of the fool. 


She is immortal; ſhe is unchangeable ; 
ſhe is alike in all. Health called her torth 
to ſhew her lovelineſs, and application a- 


nointeth her with the oil of wiſdom. 


Although ſhe thall live after thee, think 
not ſhe was born before thee. She was 
concreted with * fleſh, and formed with 


thy brain. 
Juſtice could not give her to thee exalt- 
ed by virtues, nor mercy deliver her to 


Theſe muſt be 
thine, and thou muſt anſwer them. 


thee deformed by vices. 


Suppole nut death can ſhield thee from 


examination; think not corruption can hide 
thee trom inquiry. 


He who formed thee 


of thou knoweſt not what, can he not raiſe 
thee from thou knoweſt net what again? 
Perctivetch not the cock the hour of rid 
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1 
night? Exalteth he not his voice to tell thee 
it is morning? Knoweth not the dog the 
footſteps of his maſter? and flieth nor the 
wounded goat unto the herb that healeth 
him? Yet, when theſe die, their ſpirit re- 


turneth to the duſt: thine alone ſurviveth. 


Envy not to theſe their tenſes, becauſe 
quicker than thine own. Learn that che 
advantage lieth not in poſſeſſing good things, | 
but in the knowing to ule them. 

Hadſt thou the ear of the ſtag, or were 
thine eye as ſtrong and piercing as the ea- 
gle's; didſt thou cqual the hound in finell, 
or could the ape reſign to thee his taſte, or 
the tortoiſe her feeling; yet, without rea- 


fon, what would they avail thee! Periſh not 


all theſe like their Kindred? 

HFath any one of them the gift of ſpeech! ? 

Can any ſay untothee, Therefore did 1 fo? 
The lips of the wife are as the doors of 


a cabinet; no fooner are they opened, but 


treaſures are poured out before thee. 
Like unto trees of gold arraigned in beds 
of ſilver, are wiſe ſentences uttered in due 
aon. 
Canſt thou think too greatly of thy ſoul ? * 


or can too much be ſaid in its praiſe? it is 
the image of lim who gave it. 


Remember thou its dignity for ever; for- 
get not how great a talent is committed to 
thy che. , 


( 68 ) 

Whatever: may do good, may alſo do 

harm. Beware that thou direct its courſe 
to virtue, 
Think not that thon panſt loſe her in the 
crowd ; ſuppoſe not that thou canſt bury 
her in thy cloſet. Action is her delight, 

and ſhe will not be with-held from it. 

Her motion is perpetual; her attempts 
are univerſal ; her agility is not to be ſup- F 

preſſed, Is it at the uttermoſt part of the 
earth? ſhe will have it: is it beyond the 

region of the ſtars? yet will her eye diſco- 

ver it. 

Inquiry is her delight. As one who tra- 1 
verſech the burning ſands in ſearch of wa- || Þ 

ter, ſo is the foul that thiriteth after Know- Y 
ledge. I 
Guard her, for ſhe is raſh ; reſtrain her, 

for ſhe is irregular ; correct ber, for ſhe is 
_ outrageous; more ſupple is ſhe than water, 

more flexible than wax, more yielding than 

air. Is their aught then can bind her? 

As a ſword in the hand of a madman, 
even ſo is the ſoul to him who wanteth 
diſcretion, 

The end of her ſearch is wud; her 
means to diſcover it are reaſon and experi- 
ence, But are not theſe weak, uncertain, 
and fallacious ? How then tall ſhe Attain 

unto it? 

General opinion is no proof of truth ; 
for the generality of men are ignorarc. 


0 
i 
l 


5 
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us) 
Perception of thyſelf, the knowledge of 
him who created thee, the ſenſe of the 
worſhip thou oweſt unto him, are not theſe 
plain before thy face? And, behold, what 
is there more that man needeth to know? 


CHAP. W. 


90 THE PERIOD AND USES OF HUMAN 


LEE BS: 


S the eye of aint to the lark, as 
tlie ſhade of evening to the owl, as 
honey to the bee, or as the carcaſe to the 
vulture ; even ſuch 1 1s life unto the heart of 


man. 
Though bright it Side; not; though 
obſcure, it diſpleaſeth not; though ſweet, 


it cloyeth not; though corrupt, it forbid- 
deth not: yet Who! is he that knoweth its 


true value? 
Learn to eſteem nie as it ought; then 
art thou near the pinnacle of wiſdom. 


Think not with the fool, that nothing is 
more valuable; nor believe with the pre- 
tended wiſe, that thou oughtelt to contemn 
iz. Love it not for itſelf, but for the good 


it may be of to others. 


Gold cannot buy it for thee, neither 3 
mines of diamonds purchaſe back the mo- 


— — — - - 
pa 8 * - 
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ment thou haſt now loſt of it. Employ the | 


ſucceeding ones in virtue. 


Say not, that it were beſt not to have been | 
born; or, if born, that it had been beſt to 
die early: neither dare thou to aſk of thy 
Creator, Where had been the evil had I not | 
_ exiſted ? Good is in thy power: the want 


of good 1 1s evil; and, if thy queſtion. be jult, 
lo, it condemneth thee. 


Would the fiſh ſwallow the bat if he : 
knew the hook was hid therein? would the 
lion enter the tolls, if he ſaw they were pre- 
pared for him? ſo neither were the ſoul to 
periſh with this clay, would man wiſh to 
live; neither would a mercitul God have | 
created him: know hence thou ſhalt live | 


afterward. 


As the bird incloſed in the cage baſis he | 


ſeeth it, yet teareth not his fleſh againſt its 


| ſides; ſo neither labour thou vainly to run 
from the ſtate thou art in; but know it is 


allot ted thee, and be content with it. 


Though its ways are uneven, yet are | 


they not all painful. Accommodate thy- 


ſelf to all; and where there is leaſt appear- 


ance of evil, ſuſpect the greateſt danger. 
When thy bed is ſtraw, thou ſleepeſt in 


ſecurity ; but when thou ſtretcheſt thyſelf ? 


on roſes, beware of the thorns. 


A good death is better than an evil life: 5 


ſtrive to live therefore as long as thou 


(mn) 
oughteſt, not as long as thou canſt. While 
thy life is to others worth more than thy 
death, it is thy duty to preſerve it. 

Complain not with the fool of the ſhort · 
neſs of thy time: remember that with thy 
days thy cares are ſnortened. 

Take from the period of thy life the oſe- 
leſs parts of it, and what remaineth? Take 
off the time of thine infancy, the ſecond in- 


fancy of age, thy ſleep, thy thoughtleſs 


3 hours, thy days of ſickneſs; and, even at 


the fulneſs of years, how tew ſeaſons haſt 
thou truly numbered? 

He who gave thee life as a bleſſing, 
ſhortened it to make it more ſo. To what 
end would longer life have ſerved thee? 
Wiſheſt thou to have had an opportunity 
of more vices? As to the good, will not 
he who limited thy pan, be fatisficd with 
the fruits of it? 

To what end, O child of ſorrow, wouldſt 
thou live longer? to breathe, to eat, to ſee 
the world? All this thou haſt done often 
already. oo frequent repetition, is it not 
tireſome? or is it not ſuperfluous? 

Wouldſt thou improve thy wiſdom and 


thy virtue? Alus! what art thou to know 


or who is it that ſhall teach thee? Badly 


thou employeſt che little thou haſt, dare not 
therefore to complain that more is not gi- 
ven chee. 


(72) 
Repine not at the want of knowledge ? 
it muſt periſh with thee in the grave. Be 


honeſt here, thou ſhalt be wiſe hereafter. 


Say not unto the crow, Why numbeteſt 
thou ſeven times the age of thy lord? or to 
the fawn, Why are thine eyes to ſee my | 
offspring to an hundred generations? Are 
theſe to be compared with thee in the abuſe * 
of life? are they riotous? are they cruel? 
are they ungrateful? Learn from them ra- 
ther that innocence of life and ſimplicity of 


manners are the paths to a good old age. 


 Knowelt thou to employ life better than 


f theſe? then leſs of it may ſuffice thee. 


Man who dares enſlave the world, when 
he knows he can enjoy bis tyranny but a 
moment, what would he not aim at, if he 


were immortal? 


Fnough haſt thou of life, but thou re- 
gard« ſt not: thou art not in want of it, O 
man, but thou art pꝛodigal: thou throweſt it 
lightly away, as if thou hadſt more than 


enough; and yet thou repineſt that it is not 
gatliered again unto thee, pr 


Know that it is not abundance which 


| maketh rich, but ceconomy. 


The wiſe continueth to live in his firſt 4 


period; the fool is always beginning, 
Labour not after riches füllt, and think 

thou afterwards wilt enjoy them. He who 

neglecteth the pretent uoment, throweth 


ay 


of infhr miries. 


(98) 
away all that he hath. As the arrow paſ- 
ſeth through the heart, while the warrior 
knew not that it was coming; ſo ſhall his 
lite be taken away before he knoweth that 
he hath it. 
What then is 1 "cling man ſhould: de- 


gere it? what br eating, that he ſhould co- 


vet it? 

Is it not a ſcene of 1 a n of 
miſadventures, a pur ſuit of evils linked on 
all ſides together? In the beginning it is 
ignorance, pain is in its middle, and its end 5 
is s ſorrow. : 

As one wave e on cakes, till ; 
both are involved in that behind them, even 
ſo ſucceedeth evil to evil in the life of man; 


the greater and the preſent ſwallow up the 


leſſer and the paſt. Our terrors are real 
evils; our expectations look forward into 
improbabilities. 5 

Fools, to dread as mortals, and to deſire 


as if immortal! 


What part of life is it that we would 
wiſh to remain with us? Is it youth ? can 
we be in loye with outrage, licentiouinels, 
and temerity ? Is it * then we are fond 


It is ſaid grey hairs are revered, and uw 
length of day is honour, Virtue can add 


reverence to the bloom of youth! and 
8 G ; 


1 2 


without it age plants more wrinkles in the 
ſoul than on the forehead. 


ls age reſpected becauſe it hateth riot? 
What jullice is in this, when it is not age 


deſpiſeth pleaſure, but * that de- | 


| ſpiſeth age? 


Be virtuous while thou art young, ſo 


ſhall thine age be honoured. 


BOOK II. 


MAN CONSIDERED IN REGARD TO HIS IN- | 


FIRMITIES, AND THEIR EFFECTS. 


CHAP. I. 
VANITY. 


JNconſtancy is powerful ia the heart of 


man; intemperance ſwayeth it whither 


it will; deſpair ingroſſetli much of it; and 


fear proclaimeib, Behold, I tit unrivalled 
therein : but vanity is beyond them all. 


Weep not therefore at the calanities of 


the buman ſtate; rather laugh at its follies. 
In the hands ot the man addicted to vanity, 
lite is but the ſhadow of a dream. 

he hero, the molt renow ned of human 


the 


It ? 


pe | 


e- 


ſo 


N. 


1 
characters, what is he but the bubble of this 
weakneſs? The public is unſtable and un- 


grate ful? why ſhould the man of wiſdom 


endanger himſelf for fools? 

The man who neglecteth his preſent 
concerns, to revolve how he will behave 
when greater, feedeth himſelf with wind, 
while his bread is eaten by another. 


Act as becometh thee in thy preſent ſta- 
tion, and in more exalted ones thy face 


{hall not be aſhamed. 


What blindeth the eye, or what hideth 
_ heart of a man from himſelf, like vani- 
? Lo, when thou ſeeſt not thyſelf, then 


bs diſcover thee molt plainly. 
As the tulip that is gaudy without ſmell, 
conſpicuous without uſe; ſo is the man 
who ſetteth himſelf up on high, and hath 
not merit. 

The heart of the vain is troubled while 


it ſeemeth content; his cares are greater 


than his pleaſures. 
His ſolicitude cannot reſt with his bones; 
the grave is not deep enough to hide it: he 


extendeth his thoughts beyond his being ; 


he ſpeaketh praiſe to be paid when he is 
gone : but whop promiſeth it, decciveth 
him. 

As the man who engageth his wife to 
remain in widowhood, that ſhe ditturb not 


his foul ! ſo is he who expecteth that praiſe 
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( 56 ) 
ſhall reach his ears beneath the earth, 
cheriſh his heart in its ſhroud. 


Do well whilſt thou liveſt; but regard | 
not what is ſaid of it. Content thyſelf 
with deſerving praiſe, and thy poſterity ſhall | 


rejoice in hearing it. 


As the butterfly who teeth not her own | 
colours, as the jeſſemine which feeleth not 
the ſent it caſteth around it; ſo is the man 
who appeareth gay, and bidderh others to 


take note of it. 


To what purpoſe, faith he, is my veſ- | 


ture of gold, to what end are my tables fil- 
led with dainties, if no eye gaze upon them? 


it the world know it not? Give thy raiment | 
to the naked, and thy food unto the hun- 
gry ; ſo ſhalt thou be praiſed, and feel that 


thou deſerveſt it. 


Why beſtoweſt thou on every man the | 
. ae of unmeaning words? Thou knows | 
eſt when returned thee? thou regardeſt it 
not. He knoweth he lieth unto thee; yet | 


he knoweth thou wilt thank him for it. 


Speak in ſincerity, and thou thalc hear with | 


8 ind uction. 


The vain delighteth to ſpeak of himſelf; | 
but he ſeeth not that others like not to 


hear him. 


If he have done any FTE worthy praiſe, | 


if be poſſeſs that which is worthy admira- 
tion, his joy is to proclaim it, his pride is 


ov 


or 


ard 
ſelf 
all 


ot 
an? 
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to hear it reported. The deſire of ſuch a 

man defeateth itſelf, Men ſay not, Behold, 

he hath done it; or, See he polleſſeth | it: 

but, Mark, how proud he is of it. 
The heart of man cannot attend at once 


to many things. He who fixeth his ſoul on 
ſhow, loſeth reality. 


He purſueth bubbles 
which break in their flight, while he treads 


to earth what. would do him honour. 


CHAP. 1 
IN CON ST ANC v. 


AT URE urgeth thee ra unconſtancy, O 
man! therefore guard thyſelf at all 


times againſt it. 5 
Thou art from the womb of thy mother 
various and wavering. From the loins of 


thy father inheriteſt thou 3 how 
then ſhalc thou be firm? 


Thele who gave thee a body, furniſhed 
it with weakneſs; but he who gave thee 
a ſoul, armed thee with reſolution. Em- 


| ploy it, and thou art wile; be wiſe and chou ; 


art happy. . 

Leet him who doeth well, beware how he 
boaſteth of it; for rarely is it of his own 
will. 

Is1 it not the event of an impulle from wich- 
TY 


| 9”) 
out, born of uncertainty, inforced by acci- 


dent, dependent on ſomewhat elfe? To theſe 
then, and to accident, is due the praiſe. 


Beware of irreſolution in the intent of 
thy actions, beware of inſtability in the ex- 
ecution ; fo ſhalt thou triumph over two | 


great tailings of thy nature. 


What reproacheth reaſon more than to | 
act contrarietics? What can ſuppreſs the 


tendencies to theſe, but fir mneſs of mind? 
Ihe inconſtant feeleth that he changeth, 


but he knoweth not why; he ſceth that he 


eſcapeth trom himfelf, but he perceiveth not 


how. Be thou incapable of change in that | 
which is right, and men will rely upon thee. | 


__ FEiſtabiiſh unto thyſelf principles of action; 
and ſee that thou ever act according to them. 


Firſt know that thy principles are juſt, b 
and then be thon inflexible in 1 the, path of 


them. 

So ſhall thy paſſions have no rule over 
thee; ſo thall thy conſtancy inſure nnto thee 
the good thou poſſc ſſeſt, and drive from thy 
door misfortune. Anxiety and dilappoint- 
ment ſhall be ſtrangers to thy gates. 


Suſpect not evil in any one, until thou 


ſecſt ut; when thou ſeeſt it, forget it not. 
Whoſo hath been an enemy, cannot be 
a friend; for man mendeth not of his 
faults. 

How ſhould his actions be ri 1 who hath 


ele 


3 


1 


no rule of life ? Nothing can be Jaſt which 
proceedeth not from reaſon. 
The inconſtant hath no peace in his 


ſoul, neither can any be at eaſe whom he 
concerneth himſelf with” b 

_ His life is unequal ; his motions are irre- 
gular ; his ſoul changeth with the weather. 


_ To-day he loveth thee, to- morrow thou 
art deteſted by him: and why? himſelf 
knoweth not wherefore he loved, or where- 


fore he now hateth. 

To- day he is the tyrant, to-morrow thy 
ſervant is leſs humble: and why? he who 
is arrogant without power, will be ſervile 
where there is no ſubjection. 

To- day he is profuſe, to-morrow he 
grudgeth unto his mouth that which it 
ſhould eat. Thus it is with him who 
knoweth not moderation. 


Who hall ſay of the cameleon, He is 
black, when, the moment after, the ver- 


dure of the graſs overſpreadeth him? 
Who ſhall ſay of the inconſtant, He is 


joytu], when his next breath ſhall be ſpent | 


in ſigbing? 


What 1s the life of ſuch a man but the 
ee of a dream? In the morning he 


riſeth happy, at noon he is on the rack; 


this hour he is a god, the next below a 
worm; one moment he laugheth, the next 


he weepeth: he now willeth, in an inſtant 
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he willeth not, and in another he knoweth 
not whether he willeth or no. 
| Yet neither eaſe nor pain have fixed 
themſelves on him: neither is he waxed 
greater, or become leſs; neither hath he 
had cauſe for laughter, nor reaſon for his 
forrow : therefore {hall none of them abide! 
with him. | 


The happineſs of the W is as 2 


palace built on the ſurface of the ſand; 


the blowing of the wind carrieth away its 
foundation: what wonder then that it 
falleth? „ 

But what exalted form 1s . that hi- 
ther ward directs its even, its uninterrup- 
ted courſe; whoſe foot is on the earth, 


whoſe head above the clouds? 


On his brow ſitteth majeſty ; ſteadinefs | 
is in his port; and in his heart reigneth 
rangunm , 

Thougb obſtacles appear in the way, he 


deigneth not to look down upon them-; 


though heaven and earth oppoſe his paF } 
| ſage, he proceedeth. . 
The mountains ſink beneath his tread:; 
: he wee the ocean are dried up under f 
the ſole of his foot. | 
The ty ger throweth herſelf awd his 
way in vain; the ſpots of the. leopard glow . 


_ him unregarded. 


He marcheth —ouge- the embattled le- | 


(#®) 
gions; with his hand he putteth aſide the 
terrors of death. 

Storms roar againſt his ſhoulders, but 
are not able to ſhake them; the thunder 
burſteth over his head in vain ; the light- 
ning ſerveth but to ſhew the glories of his 
countenance. 

His name is Reſolution ! He cometh from 
the utmoſt part of the earth; he ſeeth hap- 
pineſs afar off before him ; his eye diſcover- 


eth her temple beyond the limits of the pole. 


He walketh up to it, he entereth den. 
and he remaineth there for ever. . 
Eſtabliſli thy heart, O man! in that 
which is right; and then know the greateſt 
of human praiſe is to be immutable. = 


: CHAP. III. 
WEAKNESS. 


AIN and inconſtant as thou art, O 
child of imperfection ! how canſt thou 


but be weak? is not inconſtancy connected 
with 1 can there be a? without 


"og 


Wherein art 3 3 weak? in ha 
wherein thou ſeemeſt moſt ſtrong ; in that 


= permanently delighteth, muſt be permanent. 


wherein moſt thou glorieſt : even in poſ- 
ſeſſing the things which thou haſt ; in uſing | 
the good that is about thee, f 
Are not thy deſires alſo frail! ? or know-| 
eſt thou even what it is thou wouldſt with ? | 
When thou haſt obtained what moſt thou 
ſoughteſt after, behold. it contenteth thee 
mob: | 
| Wherefore loſeth hs AM that is be- 
fore thee its reliſh? and why appeareth that #fh 
which is yet to come the ſweeter? becauſe b. 
thou art wearied with the good of this, be- { 
cauſe thou knoweſt not the evil of that F 
which is not with thee. Know that to be fi 
content, is to be happy. La 
Couldſt thou chooſe for thyſelf; would f 
thy Creator lay before thee all that thine F h 
heart could aſk for : would happineſs then 0 
remain with thee? or would joy dwell al- 
ways in thy gates. 
Alas! thy weakneſs forbiddeth it; thy 
infirmity declareth againſt it. Variety is to 
thee in the place of pleaſure ; but that which 


ad wet He Dy 


When it is gone, thou repenteſt the loſs | 
of it: though while it was with thee, thou 
deſpiſedſt it. l 
That which ſucceedeth it, bath no more | 
pleaſure for thee; and thou afterwards | 
_quarreleſt with thyſelf for preferring it: 
behold the only circumſtance in which thou 
erreſt not. 


hw 9 * 
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Is there any thing in which thy weakneſs 
appeareth more than in deſiring things? it 


is in the poſſeſſing, and in the uſing them. 
Good things ceaſe to be good in our en- 


joyment of them. What nature meant 


pure ſweets, are ſources of bitterneſs to us; 


from our delights ariſe pain, from our joys 


ſorrow. 
Be moderate in the enjoyment, and it 


ſhall remain in thy poſſeſſion ; let thy joy 
be founded on reaſon, and to its end ſhall 


ſorrow be a ſtranger. 
The delights of love are uſhered in n by 
ſighs, and they terminate in languiſhment 


and dejection. The object thou burnedſt 
for, nauſeateſt with ſatiety; - and no ſooner 
hadſt thou poſſeſſed it, but thou art weary | 


of its preſence. 


Join eſteem to thy admiration, unite 
friendſhip with thy love; ſo thalt thou find 


in the end content ſo abſolute, that it ſur- 


paſſeth raptures, tranquility more worth 


than ecſtaſy. 


God hath given thee no good without. 
its mixture of evil: but he hath given thee 
alſo. the means of throwing off the evil | 


from it. 


As joy is not without its allay of pain, fo 
neither is forrow without its portion of plea- 


ſure. Joy and grief, though un like, are 
united. Our own choice only can give 
them LO us entire. 
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Melancholy: itſelf often giveth delight 
and the extremity of joy 1s — with 
tears. 
The beſt things in the hands of a fool 
may be turned to his deſtruction; and out 
of the worſt tue wiſe will find the means of 
good. 


man! ti:at thou haſt not ſtrength either to 
be good or to be evil entirely. Rejoice that 


thou canſt not excel in evil, and let the 
good that is within thy reach content thee. | 
The virtues are allotted to varivus 2 : 


ſo! 


} 


80 blended | is weakneſs in thy nature, O 


grieve that thou canſt not — them all. 


Wouldſt thou at once have the liberali- | 
ty of the rich, and the contentment of the | 


poor? or ſhall the wife of thy boſom be | 


deſpiſed becauſe ſhe ſheweth not the vir- r- | 


tues of the widow ? 


If thy father ſink before thas | in che divi- 
ſions of thy country, can at once thy juſtice 


deſtroy him, and thy duty ſave his life? 


I thou beholdeſt thy brother in the ago- | 
nies of a ſlow death, is it not mercy to put 


a period to bis life; and is it not alſo death | 


to be bis murderer? 
Truth is but one; thy doubts are of | 


thine own railing. He who made virtues | 
what they are, planted allo in thee a knows ! 


ledge of their pre eminence, Act as * 


t 
t 
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ſoul dictates to thee, and the end ſhall | be , 
always right, - 


CHAP. Iv. 


or THE INSUFFIC! EVT OF KNOW- 
| Epe. 


F there is any - wing lovely, if there is 
any thing deſirable, it there is any hing 
within the reach of man that is worthy of 
praiſe, is it not knowledge? and yet Wo 

is it that attaineth unto it? 

Ihe ſtateſinan proclaimeth that he hath 
it; the ruler of the people claim-th the 
praiſe of it ; but findeth the une chat he 
poſſeſſethi „ 

Evil is not requiſite to man; neither can 
vice be neceſſary to be tole: ated: : yet how 
many evils are permitted by the conmivance 
of the laws? how many Crimes committed 
by the decrees of the council? 

But be wiſe, O ruler ! and learn, O thou 
that art to command the nations! One 
crime authoriſed by thee is worſe than the 
elcape of ten from puniſhment. on 

When thy people are numerous, when 
thy ſons increale about thy table! ſendeſt 
thou them not out to {lay the innocent, and 
to fall before the ſword of him whom they 


have not offended? 
H 


(%) 


If the object of thy deſires demandeth 


the lives of a thouſand, ſayeſt thou: not, I. 


will have it? Surely thou forgetteſt that he 
who created thee, created alſo theſe ; and 
that their blood is as rich as thine. 


Sayeſt thou that juſlice cannot be exe- 


cuted without wrong? Surely thine own? 
words condemn thee. 

Thou who flattereſt with falſe hopes the 
criminal, that he may contels his guilt ; art 
not thou unto him a criminal? or is thy guilt } 
the leſs, becauſe he cannot puniſh it? 


When thou commandeſt to the torture 


kum who is but ſuſpected of ill, dareſt thou 


to remember, that thou may eſt rack the} 
innocent? 


Is thy purpoſe anſwered by the event? is 
thy ſoul ſatisfied with his confeſſion ? Pain 
will inforce him to ſay what is not, as wo f 
as what is; and anguith hath cauſed inno- 4 


cence to accuſe herſelf. 


That thou mayeſt not kill him without | 


cauſe, thou doſt worſe than kill lim: that 


thou mayeſt prove it he be guilty, t thou de- 
ſtroyeſt him innocent. 


O blincinels to all truth! 0 inſufficiency Þ 


of the wiſdom of the wile! Know when 


thy judge ſhail bid thee account for this, f 


thou ſhalt with ten thuuland guilty to have 
gone tree, rather than one innocent then 
to ſtand fon th againſt thee, 


E 


eth 
t, 14 
he 
ind 
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Inſuffielent as thou art to the mainte- 
nance of juſtice, how ſhalt thou arrive at 
the knowledge of truth? how ſhalt thou aſ- 
cend to the footitep of her throne? 
As the owl 1s blinded by the radiance of 
the ſur, ſo ſhall the brightneſs of her coun- 


tenance dazzle tnee in thy approaches. 


If thou wouldſt mount up into her throne, 
firſt bow thyſelf at her footſtool: if thou 
wouldſt arrive at the knowledge of her, firſt 
inform thyſelf of thine own ignorance. 

More worth is the than pearls, therefore 
ſeek her carefully: the emerald and the 
ſapphire, and the ruby, are as dirt beneath. 
her feet ; therefore purſue her mantully. 

The way to her is labour; attention is 
the pilot that muſt conduct thee into her 
ports. But weary not in the way; for when 
thou art arrived at her, the roll mall be to- 
thee for pleaſure. 

Say not unto thyſelf, Behold, wath breed- 
eth hatred, and I will avoid it; dillimula- 
tion raiſech friends, and I will follow it. 
Are not the enemies made by truth better 
than the friends obtained by tlattery ? 

Naturally doth man deſire the truth; yet 
when it is before him, he will not appre- 
hend it; and if it force irſelf upon my, 2 1s 
he not offended art it. 

The fault is not in truth, for chat 1s ami] a 
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2 able, but the weakneſs of man beareth not 


its ſplendour. 
Wouldſt thou ſee thine fulllciency more 


plainly? view thyſelf. at thy devotions! 
To what end was religion inſtituted, but 
to teach thee thine infirmities, to remind | 
thee of thy weakneſs, to ſhew thee that 
from Heaven alone thou art to hope for 


an 


Dothu it not remind thee that thou art 4 
duft? doth it not tell thee that thou art ; 
aſhes? And behold Tepentance 3 is it not} 


built on frailty? 


When thou giveſt an oath, when thou 1 
ſwearcſt thou Win not deceive; behold, it 
ſpreadeth ſhame upon thy face, and upon 
the face of him that receiveth it. Learn 
io be juſt, and repentance may be forgot- | 
ten: learn to be honeſt, and oatas are un- 
neceſſary. 1 


The ſhorter follies are, the better: fay 
not therefore to thylelf, I will not play: the 


fool by halves. 


He that heareth his own faults with pa- 


tience, ſliall reprove another wich boldneſs. 


He that giveth a denial with reaſon, mall 


ſuffer a repulle with moderation. 


It thou art ſuſpected, anfwer with free- 


dom : whom ſhould ſuſpicion e ex- 


cept the guiity? 


The tender of heart i is turned fr om his 


Lad % nn 


ES. 
purpofe by ſupplications, the proud is ren- 
| dered more obſtinate by intreaty, the ſenfe 
of thine inſufficiency commandeth thee to 
hear; but to be juſt, thou muſt hear with 
out thy paſſions. 


CHAP. v. 
MISERY. 


-VEEBLE and inſufficient as thou art, 2 

0 man! in good; frail and inconſtant 
u as thou art in pleaſure: yet is there a thing 
it in which thou art ſtrong and unſhaken. Its 

n name is Miſery. 


n It is the character of thy being; EY pre- 
t- rogative of thy nature: in thy breaſt alone 
it reſideth; without thee there is nothing 
of it. And behold, what is its ſource, but 
y fthine own paſſions? En, 
e | He who gave thee thels, x gave thee alſo: 
_#Z reaſon to ſubdue them; exert it and thou 
halt trample them under thy feet. 
Ü bine entrance into the world, is it not 
l 3 ſhameful ? thy deſtruction, is it not glorious ?: 
Lo! men adorn the inſtruments of death 
- J with gold and gems, and wear them above. 
= their garments. 

le who begetteth a man, hideth his face ; 
s but he who killeth a thouſand | is honoured, 


1 * 
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Know thou, notwithſtanding, that in this 


is error. Cuſtom cannot alter the nature 
of truth; neither can the opinion of man 


deſtroy juſtice + the glory and the name 
are milplaced. 


There is but one way for a man to be 


produced: there are a thouſand by which | 


| be may be deſtroyed, 


I here is no praiſe or honour to him who | 
giveth being to another; but triumphs and 


empire are the rewards of murder. 


Yet he who hath many children, bath 
as many bleſſings; and he who hath taken 
away the life of another, ſhall not enjoy b 


His own. 


While the ſavage r the bieth of | 
his ſon, and bleſſeti the death of his father; | 


doth he not call himſelf a monſter 2. 


Enough of evil is allotted unto man; but | 


he maketh it more while he lamenteth it. 


The greateſt of all human ills is forrow : 


too much of this thou art born unto; add 
not unto it by thine own perverſeneſß. 

Brief is natural to thee, and is always 
about thee; pleaſure is a ſtranger and vi- 
fiteth thee but by times: uſe well thy rea- 
fon, and ſorrow ſhall be caſt behind thee ; 


be prudent, and the viſits of joy ſhall re ; 


main long with thee, _ 

Every | part of thy frame is capable of 
ſorrow; but few and narrow are the Paris 
that lead to delight. 


by 


his 


it | 
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TT 
Pleaſures can be admitted only Gmply ; ; 
but pains ruſh in a thouſand at a time. 


As the blaze of ſtraw fadeth as ſoon as 


it is kindled, ſo paſſeth away the bright- 
neſs of joy, and thou knowell not what is 


become of it. | 
Sorrow 1s frequent; e is rare: 


pain cometh of itſelf; delight muſt be pur- 
chaſed: grief is unmixed; but; Joy wanteth 
not its allay of bitterneſs. 

As the ſoundeſt health is leſs perceived 


than the lighteſt malady, ſo the higheſt 


joy toucheth us leſs deep than the ſmalleſt 
ſorrow. 
| We are in love with anguiſh; we often 
fly from pleaſure ; when we purchaſe it, 


coſteth it not more than it is worth? 


Reflection is the buſineſs of man; a ſenſe 
of his ſtate is his fir ſt duty: but who re- 


membereth himſelf in joy? is it not mercy 
then that forrow is allotted unto us? 
Man foreſeeth the evil that is to come ; 


he remenibereth it when it is paſt : he con- 
ſidereth not that the thought of affliction 
woundeth deeper than the affliction itſelf. 
Think not of thy pan, but when it is upon 
_ thee, and thou ſhalt avoid what molt would 


hurt thee. © 


He who weepeth before he needeth, 
weepeth more than he needeth: and why? 


but that he deren Weeping. 
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The tag weepeth not till the ſpear is 
Tifted up againſt him; nor do the tears of 
the beaver fall, till the hound is ready tof 
ſeize him : man anticipateth death, by the 
apprehenſion of it; and the fear is greater 
miſery, than the event itſelf. Ihe 
Be always prepared to give an accouut i ca. 
of thine actions; and the beſt death is that? 


which is leaſt premeditated. . 3 en 
In 

V Jar 

_ CHAP. VI. 1 


OF JUDGMENT, 


HE greateſt bounties given to man 
are, judgment and will ; happy is | 
he who miſapplieth them not. f 

As the torrent that rolleth down the 
mountains, deſtroyeth all that is borne away 
by it; ſo doth common opinion overwhelm 
reaſon in him who ſubmitteth to it without 1 
ſaying, What is thy foundation? 

See that what thou receiveſt as truth, be 
not the ſhadow of it: what thou acknow- |} 
ledgeſt as convincing, is often but plauſible. * 
Be firm, be Santa, determine for thy- 
ſelf; ſo ſhalt thou be anſu crable only tor | 
thine own weakneſs, 1 

Say not that the event proveth the wiſ- : 
dom of the action; remember man is not 
above the reach of accidents. ; 

6. 
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ar 13 
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becauſe it differeth from thine own ; may 
not even both be in an error? 


| 


Uuut! camel by his beldle 7 


that Think not thou art revenged of thine 
enemy when thou ſlayeſt him; thou putteſt 


him beyond thy reach, thou giveſt him quiet, 


hurting him. 
Was thy mother incontinent, and griev- 


of it? He who deipiſeth thee for it, con- 


the vices of another? 
Dilregard not a jewel becauſe. thou poſ- 


ay ſeſſeſt it; neither enhance thou the value 
m of a thing, becauſe it is another's: poſſeſſion 


at to the wile addeth to the price of it. 


/ Honour not thy wife the leſs, becauſe 
e © ſhe is in thy power; and deſpiſe him that 
/= & hath ſaid, Wouldſt thou love her leſs? mar- 
. of ry her! What hath put her into thy power, | 
but her confidence in thy virtue? Shouldſt 


r |} thou love her lets, for being more obliged 
to her? 


though thou neglecteſt her while thou haſt 
: her, 3 yet ſhall her loſs be bitter o thy foul, 


Condemn not the judgment of another, 


When thou eſteemeſt a man for his ti 
ater tles, and contemneſt the ſtranger becaule 
he wanceth them ; * chou not of the 


— - — 
Err 


and thou takeſt from * all means of 
eth it thee to be told of it? is frailty in thy 
wite, and art thou pained at the reproach 


demneth himfelf. Art thou anſwerable tor 


- N It thou wert juſt i in thy courtſhip of her ; ; 
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cauſe he poſſeſſeth her; if hie be not wiſer 
than thee, at leaſt he is more happy. 


fered by the tears he ſheddeth for it; the 
greateſt griefs are above theſe expreſſions 


| heareth it; but tranquility rejoiceth the 
heart that is poſſeſſed of it. 


fit, chan to revenge an injury; ſo ſhalt thou 3 
have more benefits than injuries done unto ; 
_ thee. t 


ſhalt thou be loved by more than hate thee. | 


(94)- 


He who thinketh another beſt, only be- 
Weigh not the loſs thy friend hath ſuf. 


of them. i 
Eſteem not an action, becauſe it is done 2 th 


with noile and pomp ; the nobleſt foul is u 
that which doth great things, and is not fs 


moved in the doing them. 8 
Fame aſtoniſheth the ear of him who 1 


e 


I 
Attribute not the good actions of ano- 
ther to bad cauſes: thou canſt not know 
his heart; but the world will know by this 
that thine is fail of envy. i 
There is not in hypocriſy more vice than 
folly ; to be honeſt is as eaſy as to ſeem ſo. 
Be more ready to acknowledge a bene- 


Be more ready to love than to hs : fb a 


Be willing to commend, and be flow to j 
cenſure; ſo hall praiſe be upon thy vir- 
tues, and the eye of enmity ſhall be blind 
to thy imperfections, _ | 
When thou doeſt good, do it becauſe i it is 


(99) 
Fo not becauſs men eſteem it: when 
thou avoideſt evil, fly it becauſe it is evil; 
not becauſe men ſpeak againſt it : be honeſt 
for love of honeſty, and thou ſhalt be uni- 
 formly ſo; he chat doth it without princi- 5 
* is Wavering. 

Wiſh rather to be reproved by the wiſe, 
than to be applauded by him who hath no 
underſtanding : when they tell thee of a 
fault, they ſuppoſe thou canſt improve; the 
other, when he praiſeth thee, chinketh 
thee like unto himſelf. | 

Accept not an office for which thou art 

not qualified, leſt he who knoweth more 
oY ofi devil thee. Ee . 
YT Inftruc not another in that wherein FOR 
ſelf art ignorant; when he ſeeth it, he will 8 
upbraid thee. oy 


Expect not a friendſhip with him who 
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» Y hath 3555 ed thee : he who ſuffereth the 

wrong, may forgive it; but he who doth. . 
it, never will be well with him. 1 
o Lay not too great obligations on him thou ; 


b wiſhelt thy fiend ; behold! the ſenſe of 
them will drive him from thee: a little be- 
nefit altenateth RRP, 3 great one mak- 
eth an enemy. 

Neverthclels, ingratituc e is not in the 
nature of man; neither is his anger irre- 
cConcileable: he hatcth to be put in mind of 
a debt he cannot pay; he is aſhamed in the 
prelence of hum whom he bath injured. 
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: (96) 
| Repine not at the good of a ſtranger; 
neither rejoice thou in the evil that betal- 


leth thine enemy: wiſheth thou that others 
ſhould do thus by thee. 

Wouldſt thou enjoy the good ·ů will of all 
men? let thine own benevolence be uni- 
verſal. If thou obtaineſt it not by this, no 
other means could give it thee: and know, 
though thou haſt it not, thou haſt the 


greater pleaſure of having mer ited it. 


CHAP. VII. 
PRESUMPTION. 


RIDE 4 at from incompati- I k 
ble: but man reconcileth contrarieties : IJ 
he is at once the moſt miſerable and arro- | 0 


gant of all creatures. 


Preſumption is the bane of aten : it is 
the nurle of error; yer it is . with | 3 


reaſon in us. 


Who is there that 1 not either too 


highly 1. himſclf, or chin keth too > meanly | 
of others 


Our AE hümſelf eſcapeth not our 
preſumption: how then thall we be ſafe 
trom one another ? 


What is the origin of ſuperſticion? and 


whence ariſeth falle worthip? From our 


(97) 
rer preſuming to reaſon about what is above 
tal-M our reach to comprehend what is incom- 


ers prehenſible. 85 
Limited and weak as our e 


ad 


all are, we employ not even their little forces 

uni- as we ought. We ſoar not high enough 

no in our approaches to God's greatneſs; we 

, give not wing enough to our ideas, when 
we enter into the adoration of divinity. 


the 
Man who fears to breathe a whiſper 

againſt his earthly ſovereign, trembles not 

arraign the diſpenſations of his God: he 
forgetteth his Oy and rejudgeth his 
judgments. 

te who dareth not repeat the name of : 
his prince without honour, yet blutherh 
ti- JF not to call that of his Creator to be wit- 
$: FF nels to a lie. 

- He who would hear che ſentence of the 
3 magiſtrate with ſilence, yet dareth to plead 
wich the Eternal; he attempteth to ſooth 

h him with intreaties, to flatter him with pro- 

7 miles, to agree with him upon conditions; 

Oo F nay, to brave and Murmur at him if his | 

y requeſt is not granted. 

| Why art thou unpuniſhed, O man! in 
r thy impiety, but that this 1 is not thy day of 


retribution? 
he not like unto thoſe wha fight with the 
thunder; nor daie thou to deny thy Crea- 


| 3 ADE thy prayers becauſe he chaititeth thee. 


8 ( 98 ) 
Thy madneſs is on thine own head in this; 
thy impiety hurteth no one but thyſelf. 
Why boaſteth man, that he is the fa- 
yourite of his maker; yet neglecteth to pay | 
his thanks, his adoration for it? How ſuiteth 
ſuch a life with a belief ſo haughty ? 
Man, who is truly but a moce in the | 
vide expanſe, believeth the whole earth | 
and heaven created for him: he thinketh | 
the whole frame of Nature hath Intereſt 1 in 
: his well-being. | 
As the fool, while the images tremble | 
on the boſom of the water, thinketh that | 
trees, towns, and the wide horizon, are 
dancing to do him pleaſure; ſo man, while 1 
nature performs her deſtined courſe, be- \ 
lieves that all her motions are but to enter- F | 

Þ 


tain his eye. 
While he courts the rays of the ſun to 
warm him, he ſuppoleth it was made only to 
be of uſe to him ; while he traceth the moon 
in her nightly path, be believeth ſhe was 
created to do him pleaſure. : 
Fool to thine own pride! be humble! 
know thou art not the caule why the world 
holdeth its cou ſe; for thee ate not made 
the viciſſitudes of ſummer and winter. 
No change would follow it thy whole 
race exiſteth not ; thou art but one among 
millions that are bleiled in it. | 

_ Exali not el wo the heavens; for, lo, 


— IE. ore 


— hoe * 


„ FA 

the angels are above thee: nor diſdain thy 
fellow inhabitants of the earth, for that they 
are beneath thee. Are they not the work 
of the ſame hand? 

Thou who art happy by the mercy of 
thy Creator, how dareſt thou in wantonneſs 
put others of his creatures to torture? Be- 
ware that return not upon thee. 

Serve they not all the ſame univerſal 
maſter with thee? Hath he not appointed 
unto each his laws? hath he not care of 
their EF 2 5 and dareſt chou co in · 
fringe 8 | 

Set not thy judgment above that of alt Y 
the earth ; neither condemn as falſchood- 
what agreeth not with thine own appre- 
henſion. Who gave thee the power of de- 


termining for others? or who took from 55 
the world the right of choice? 


How many things have been rejected 
which now are recived as truths? how 
many now receivec| as truths ſhall in their 
turn be 3 of what then can man be 
certain ? 


Do the good that thou knoweſt, and 


happineſs lizall be unto thee. Virtue is 


more thy bulincis here than wiſdom. 
Truth and falſhood, have they not the 
ſame appearance in what we underſtand 


not? what then but our preſumption can 


determine between them? 


12 


( 8 


We eaſily believe what is above our 
comprehenſion; or we are proud to pre- 
* it, that it may appear we underſtand 


| Is not this folly and arrogance? A 
"Who 3 is it that affirms moſt boldly ? who! OF 
is it that holds his opinion moſt obſtinate- 
Jy Even he who hath moſt ignorance 3 for 
he alio hath moſt pride. : 
| Every man when he layeth hold of an 
opinion, deſir eth to remain in it; but moſt 
of all he who hath moſt preſumption. He 
contenteth not himſelf to betray his own | 
ſoul into it; but he will impole | it on others 
to believe in it allo, ; 
Say not that truth is eſtabliſhed by years, | 
or that in a multitude of believers there is 
certainty. 5 L 
One human propoſition hath as much = 
authority as another, if reaſon maketh not t 
the difference. 5 


(101 
nd} 5 BOOK III. 


off OF THE AFFECTIONS OF MAN WHICH AR 
Y HURTFUL TO HIM3ELF AND OTHERS. 


e- eee 

r f 5 885 

ſt 5 

e CHA P. I. 

” 

* | COVETOUSNESS 


HES are not worthy a ſtrong at- 
tention; therefore an earneſt care of 
obtaining them is unjuſtifiable. 5 
ue deſire of what man calleth good, 
tte joy he taketh in poſſeſſing it, is ground- 
ed only in opinion. Take not up that from 
the vulgar; examine the worth of things 
thyſelf, and thou ſhalt not be covetous. 

An immoderate deſire of riches is a pot. 
fon lodged in the ſoul. It contaminates 
8 deſtroys every tling that was good in 
it. It is no ſooner rooted there, than all 
2 all honeſty, all natural affection, 
fly before the face of it. 5 
3 The covetous would fell his children for 
gold; his parent might die ere he would. 


= open. his coffer; ; nay, he conſidereth not. 
12 


( 102 ) 3 
himſelf j in reſpe& of it. In the ſearch off 1 


| happineſs, he maketh himſelf unhappy. ſhe 
As the man who ſelleth his houſe to pur- her 
_ chaſe ornaments for the embelliſhment off / 


it, even ſo is he who giveth up peace in the 

ſearch of riches, in * he may be happy 2 

in enjoying them. a 

Where covetouſneſs reigneth, know that | 

the ſou] is poor. Whoſo accounteth not 
riches the principal good of man, will not 

throw away all other youre in the purſui 
of them, 

Wuhoſo feareth not poverty as the great- j 
eſt evil of his nature, will not purchaſe to 1 
bimſelf all others evils in the avoiding of it. | 

Thou fool, is not virtue more worth than 
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riches? is not guilt more baſe than pover- 
ty? Enough for his neceſſities is in the 1 
Power of every man; be content wich it, a 
and thy happineſs (hall ſmile at the ſorrows 
of him who heapeth up more. W « 
Nature hath hid gold beneath the earth, 1 


as unworthy to be ſeen! filver hath ſhe 


plwaced where thou trampleſt it under thy 


feet. Meaneth ſhe not by this to inform 
thee, that gold is not worthy thy regard, 
that ſilver is beneath thy notice. | 

Co vetouſpeſs burieth under the ground 
millions of wretches ; theſe dig for their 
hard maſters what returneth the injury, 
what maketh them more miſerable than 
their {laves. 


of 


185 


The earth is barren of good things where : 
ſhe hoardeth up treaſure : where gold is in 


her bowels, there no herb groweth. 


As the horſe findeth not there his oral, 


nor the mule his provender ; as the fields 
of corn laugh not on the ſides of the hills; 


as the olive holdeth not forth there her 


fruits, nor the vine her cluſters; even ſo 


no good dwelleth in the breaſt of him whoſe 


heart broodeth over his. treaſure.. 


Riches. are ſervants to the wiſe ; but. 


they are tyrants over the ſoul of the fool. 


The covetous ſerveth his gold; it ſerveth 
not him. He poſſeſſeth his wealth as the : 
ſick doth a fever; it burneth and tortureth 


him, and will not quit him until death. 


Hath not gold deſtroyed the virtue of 
millions ? did it ever add to the goodneſs of. 
any? 


Is it not moſt 3 with the worſt 


4 men; wherefore then ſhouldſt thou de- 


fire to be diſtinguiſhed by poſſeſſing it? 
Have not che wiſeſt been thoſe who have 


had leaſt of it? and is not wiſdom happi- 


nels? . 
Have not the worſt of thy ſpecies poſſeſ- 


{ed the greateſt portions of it? and hath. 
Not their end been miſcrable ? 
Poverty wanteth many things ; but co- 
vetouſnels denieth itſelf all. 


The covetous can be good to no man; 


but he is to none ſo cruel as to himſelf. 
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is ſo happy as when he giveth happinek 


IF there be a vice greater than the hoard- | 
them to uſeleſs purpoſes 


he hath to ſpare, robbeth the poor of what 


than his own happineſs, 


verty than in abundauce. 


_tience, to luppeurt ut; the fich, it. he have 
not charity, temperance, pi udence, and 
| Many more, is guilty. 


( 104 ) 
Be induſtrious to procure gold, and be 
generous in the diſpoſal of it. Man neve 


H 
give! 
thei! 

R 
he 
on os that 
.QNAP., 1k -- F 


. . wit 
PROFUSION. 


unto another. 


ſeſſ 
= 


ing up of riches, it is the employing 


He that prodigally laviſheth that which i 


nature giveth him a right unto. : 
He who ſquandereth. away his treaſure, | 
refuſe th the nicans to do good: he denicth | 


himſelf the practice of viriues whoſe re- 


ward is in their hand, whole end is no other 


as : 


It is more difficult to hs wall with riches, | 


than to be at eaſe under the wants of them. 


Man governe th himſelf much caller | in _ 


Poverty requireth but one virtue, pa- 


The pour hath only the good of his own 


Rate committed unt him; the rich is in- 


truited with the welfare of thoulands.. 


(105) 


nel their increaſe, heapeth up ſorrows. 
| Refuſe not unto the ſtranger that which 


that which thou wanteſt thyſelf. 


ule of. : 


CAP. HI. 
al REVENGE. 


„ HE root of revenge, is in the weak 


I neſs of the ſoul: the moſt abje& and 
- þ timorous, are the moſt addicted to it. 
Who torture thoſe they hate, but cow- 


women? 
The feeling an injury, muſt be previous 


diſdaineth to lay, It hurts me. 
If the injury is not below thy notice, he 
that doeth it unto thee, in that maketh 


| himſelf ſo: wouldſt thou enter the litts with 


thine inferior ? 


Diſdain the man who i to 
wrong thee ; contemn him who would give 


thee dilquiet. 


He thar giveth away his treaſures wiſely, | 
-vel giveth away his plagues: he that retaineth 


he wanteth ; deny not unto thy brother 
Know there is more delight in being 


without what thou haſt given, than in poſ- 
ſeſling millions which thou knowelt not che 


ards? who murder thoſe they rob, but 


to the revenging it; but the noble mind 
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niſhment of revenge, without n to 
employ it againſt him. 


with what purpoſe is it that thou puiſueſt | 
it? Thinkeſt thou to pain thine adverſary | © 
by it? Know that thyſelf feeleſt 1 its greateſt N 


therefore nature intended it not for thee: 
needeth he who is injured more pain? or 
ought he to add force to the affliction 
which another hath caſt upon him! EE. 


F 
In this thou not only preſerveſt thin 
own peace, but thou inflicteſt all the pu- 


e ſe 
Wing ; 
tion 


As the tempeſt and the thunder affect 


not the ſun or the ſtars, but ſpend their the 
fury on ſtones and trees below; ſo i injurieſ 


aſcend not to the ſouls of the great, but 


Walte themſelves on ſuch as are thoſe who| : . 
offer them. my 
Poorneſs of ſpirit will actuate revenge: del 
greatneſs of ſoul deſpiſeth the offence ; nay, |} © 
it doth good unto him who mtended to have bo 
diſturbed it. f 8 
Why ſeekeſt thou vengeance, O l 5 


torments. = 
Revenge gnaweth the hw of him who | tl 


is infected with it, while he agalnlit whom | [ 
. it is intended remaineth eaſy. | 


It is unjuſt in the anguiſh it jnflifs; 13 


The man who nieditatethi revenge, is 


not content with the mitchief ne hath re- 


ccived; he addeth to his anguiſh the pu- 
nilment due unto another: while he whom N 


( 107 5 


. ſeeketh to hurt, goeth his way laugh- 


Revenge is painful in the intent, and it 


is dangerous in the execution: teldom doth 
TS the ax fall were he who lifted it up in- 
FJ tended; and lo, he remembereth not that f 
Fit muſt recoil againſt him. 
5 Whilſt the revengetul ſeeketh his ene- 
my's hurt, he oftentimes procureth his o.] gn 


deſtruction: while he aimeth at one of the 


eyes of his adverſary; lo, he putteth out 


both his oWn. 


If he attain not hs a Hs lamenteth 


it; if he ſucceed, he repenteth of it: the 
fear of juſtice taketh away the peace of his 


own ſoul; the care to hide him from 1 it, de- 


royeth chat of his friend. 


Caan the death of thine adverſary ſatiate 
thy hatred? can the ſetting him at relt re- 


ſtore thy peace? 


Wouldſt thou make him ſorry for his 


offence, conquer hin, and ſpare him: in 
death he owneth not thy ſuperturity ; nor 


feeleth he more the power of thy wrath. 
I.!n revenge, there ſhouid be a triumph 
of the avenger; and he who hath injured 
him, ſhould feel his diſpleaſure : he ſhould 

| fuffer pain from ir, and ſhould wen him 


of the cauſe. 
Ins is the revenge inſpired from anger; ; 


; he maketh himſelf merry at this addi- 
lon to his miſery. 
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hs a ne; 


| 
| 
| 
| 


thou complaineſt, thou acknowledgeſt thy- 


0 triumph to the pride of thine enemy? 


05 708 Y 
but that which maketh thee | greateſt 1s 
contempt. 

Murder for an injury ariſeth only from 
cowardice : he who inflicteth it, feareth 


that the enemy may live, and avenge him. 1 
8 ow 
Deach endeth the quarrel; but it reſtor-| Fed 
eth not the reputation: killing i is an act of. N tho 
caution, not of courage; it is — but 1 it is L 
not honourable. N I 
There is nothing ſo eaſy as to revenge | ele 
an offence; but . is ſo honourable tio 
as to pardon 3 ö by 


The greateſt victory man can obtain, i is 


over himſelf: he that diſdaineth to feel an 
injury, retorteth it * him who offererh | 


When thou meditateſt revenge, thou i 0 
confeileſt that thou teeleſt the wrong: When 


ſelf hurt by it; meaneſt thou to add this | 


J hat cannot be an injury which is not. | 


: felt; ; how then can he who deſpiſeth It re- 
venge it? t] 


It thou thinkeſt 3 it diſhonourable to 1 hi 


an offence, more is in thy Fa er thou 


mayſt conquer it. t 
Good offices will make a man aſhamed f. 
to be thine enemy: greatriels of ſoul will | 


terrify him from the thought of hurting 
thee. 


. 
F T he greater the wrong, the more glory 


is in pardoning it; and by how much more 
juſtifiable would be revenge, by ſo much 
eth the more honour is in clemency. 

3 Haſt thou a right to be judge in thine 
own cauſe ; to be a party in the act, and 
yet to pronounce ſentence on it? Before 
ach thou condemneſt, let another ſay it is juſt. 
3 The revengeful is feared, and therefore 
he is hated ; but he that is endued with 
J clemency, is adored : the praiſe of his ac: 
tions remaineth for ever; and the love of : 
the world attendeth him. 


— 
Q@a 


*" | CHA p. I. 
0 3 CRUELTY, HATRED, AND ENVY. 


Evenge is deteſiable : what then is 
N cruelty? Lo, it poſſeſſeth the miſ- 
chiefs of the other; but it wanteth even 
t che pretence of its provocations. 
Men diſown it as not of their nature; 
they are aſhamed of it as a ſtranger to their 
hearts: do they not call it inhumanity? 


p 

1 Whence then is her origin; unto what 
that is human oweth ſhe hor exiſtegce? Her 
father is Fear; and behold Diſmay, _» 
nat her mother. 

5 The hero lifteth his word agaiaſt the 


* 


| er 

| enemy that reſiſtetli; but no ſooner doth whi 

he ſubmit, than he 1s tied. | not 
It is not in honour to trample on the ob- £ 


ject that feareth! it is not in virtue to in- 
ſult what is beneath it: ſubdue the inſo- | me 
Tent, and ſpare the humble; and thou art th 
at the height of victory. hi 
He who wanteth virtue to arrive at this die 


end, he who hath not courage to aſcend | 
thus unto it: : lo, he ſupplieth the place of |} n 
conqueſt by murder, of ſovereignty by t! 
laughter. 
He who feareth all, Aviketh- at all : why |} V 
are tyrants cruel, but becauſe they live in f 
terror? = 
Ihe cur will tear the A though he 
dared not look it in the tace while living; | - 
the hound that haunteth it to the death, j 

- maogpleth it not after wards. . 

Civil wars are the moſt bloody, becauſe | 

' thoſe who fight them are cowards : conſpi- 

rators are murderers, becauſe in death there 
is ſilence: is it not fear that telleth them 

they may be betrayed ? 
That thou mayelt not be cruel, ſer thy- 

; ſelf too high for hatred; that thou mayſt 
„de inhumane, place thy ſelf above the 
reach of envy. 

__ Fvery inan may be view ed in two eber; : 
in one he will be troubletome, in the other | 
lef> uftenfive : choole to fee him in that in 


P 


nee} 


which he leaſt hurterh thee; then ſhalt thou 


not do hurt umo him. 


What is there that a man may not turn 


unto his good? In that which offendeth us 


moſt, there is more ground for complaint 
than hatred. Man would be reconciled to 


him of whom he RAIN ; what mur- 


dereth he but what he hateth? _ 
It thou art prevented of a benefir, fly 


not into rage: the loſs of thy reaſon, 1s 


the want of a greater. 


Becauſe thou art robbed of thy cloak, | 


wouldſt thou ſtrip thy ſelf of thy coat all? 


When thou envieſt the man who poſſe 
ſeth honours; when his titles and his great- 
_ nels raiſe thy indignation: ſeck to know 
Z- whence they came unto him; inquire by 
What means he was poſſeſſed of them; and 


thine envy will be turned into pity. 


If the lame fortune was offered unto thee 


at the lame price, be aſſured, if thou wert 
Wile, thou wouldſt refule it. 


What is the pay for titles, but flattery? 
how Jdoth man purchal- power but by be- 


ing a ſhve to him who giweth it? 


| Wouldit thou loſe thine own liberty, to 
be able to take away that of another? or 
canſt thou envy him who doth ſo? A 
Mon purchaleth nothing of his ſuper iors 
but tor a price! and that price, is it not 


more than the value? Wouldit thou ** 
K 2 
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vert the cuſtoms of the world ? wouldf: 
thou have the purchaſe and the price alſo ? 


vy that which is obtained at the expence of | 
it? if thou knowelt the value of virtue, f 
pitieſt thou not thoſe who have bartered it“ 


the ſeeming good of men without repiring, 


pleaſure. 


n — 
— . * 
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| virtuous. 


another, increaſeth by it his own. 


7-06) 


As thou canſt not envy what thou wouldſt} 
not accept, diſdain this cauſe of hatred; for 
and drive from thy ſoul this occaſion off _— 


_ the parent of cruelty. 1 


11 thou poſſeſſeſt honour, canſt thou en- th 


ſo meanly? 
When thou haſt taught thyſelf to bear 1 


thou wilt bear of their real happineſs with 
If thou ſeeſt good things fall to one who : 
deſerveth them, thou wilt rejoice in it; 


for virtue is happy in che n of the 


He who rejoiceth in the hookich of 


CHAP. v. 
HEAVINESS OF HEART. 


T* ſoul of the cheerful e a ſmile 


upon the face of affliction; but tlie 


de ſpondence of the fad deadeneth even the 
brighineſs of ex. 5 


T1) 

What is the ſource of ſadneſs, but a 
feebleneſs of tie ſoul ? what giveth it pow- 
er but the want of ſpirit? Rouſe thyſelf to 
the coinbat, and ſhe quitteth the field be- 
fore thou ſtrikeſt. 5 - 

She is am enemy to thy race, therefore 
drive her from thy heart; ſhe poiſoneth 
the ſweets of thy life, therefore ſuffer her 
not to enter thy dwelling. 7 

She raiſeth the loſs of a ſtraw to the de- 
ſt uſtion of thy tortune. While ſhe vexeth: 
thy ſoul about trifles, ſhe robbeth thee of 
thine attention to the things of conſe- 
quence; behold,. the but propheſicth what 5 
ſhe teemeth to relate unto thee. 

She ipreageth- drowlinels as a veil over 
thy virtues: fhe hideth them from thoſe 
who would honour thee on deholding them; 
ſhe entangleth and keepeth them down, 
while the maketh ir molt neceflary for thee. 
to exert them. 

Lo, the oppreſſeth has Wich evil: ; and 
the ueth down thine hands, when they 
would throw. the load from off thee. 

If thou: wouldſt. avoid what is baſe, if 
thou wouldſt diſdain what is cowardly, if 
thou would drive from thy heart what is 
unjuſt, ſulfer 1 not ſadneſs to lay hold upon | 
_— | 
Suffer it not to cover itſelf with the 
face of picty ; let it not deceive the with. 


E ſhew of wiſdom. Religion payeth honour f 
to thy Maker; let it not be clouded withF 
melancholy. Wiſdom maketh thee happy; 


ſtr r 


for «Mictions? Why ſhould his heart give g 
up j, when the cauſes of it are not re-. 


Fable tor the ſake of miſery: 


he is lied ro do to, who weepeth becauſe 
| his tears are paid for; ſuch is the man who Ii 
ſuffreth his heart to be fad, not becauſe { c 
he ſfuſftret aught, but becauſe he is Rf 


8 oo⁰ν. 1 11 


and railcth not its head again; ſo buwetly | 
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ki10w then that ſorrow is to her looks a 


For what ſhould man : be erer but 


moved from him? Is not this being muſe- 1 


As the mourner who looketh fad becauſe | 


It is not the occafion that pr roduceth the MW « 
Gra 1 ; tor, behold, the ſame thing hall 


be to an ther rejoicing. © 


21k men if their ſadneſs maketh things 


the better, and themirlves will confels to 
| thee that it is folly; nay, they will praite 
kim who bearcth his ills with patience, 


who inaketh head againſt misfortune with 


cow age. Applaule ſhould be followed by 
Imitation. | 


Sadnc ſs is againſt nature, for it troubleth 
har motions: lo, it rendereth. diſtalte ful 


M hatloever the hath made amiable. 


As the oak falleth betore the tempeſt, 


— 
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the heart 171 man to the force of ſadneſs, and 
ſo returneth it unto its ſtrength no more. 
As the ſnow melteth upon the mountains 
from the rain that trickleth down their 
ſides, even ſo is beauty waſhed from off the 
cheeks by tears; and neither the one nor 
the other reſtoreth itſelf again for ever. 
As the pearl is diſſolved by the vinegar 
which ſeemeth at firſt only to obſcure its 


ö ſurface; ſo is thy happineſs, O man! ſwal-_ 
lowed up by heavineſs of heart, tho? at firſt 


it ſcemeth only to cover it with its ſhadow, 
Behol.] Sadneſs in the public ſtreets; 


caſt thine eye upon her in the places of re- 
fort, Doth any look upon her? avoideth 


ſhe not every one? and doth not every 


one fly from her preſence ? 


See how ſhe droopeth her head, like the 


flower whoſe root is cut aſunder! ſee how 


ſhe fixeth her eyes upon earth! fee how 


ow ſerve her to no purpoſe but tor weep- 


Ing ! 
Is there in her mouth Atourſe Y is there 


in her heart the love of ſociety ? is there 
M1 her ſoul reaſon ? Aſk her the caufe, and 


ſhe knoweth it not; inquire the occaſion | 


and behold there is none. 


Yet doth her {trength fail 3 lo, at 


5 length the ſinketh into the grave; and no 


one en What is become of her? 
Halt thou n, and ſecſt thou 


(16) 


not this? haſt thou piety, and pereciveſſ 4 
thou not thine error ? 
God created thee in mercy: had he natÞ 
intended thee to be happy, bis beneficencel 
would not have called thee into exiſtence ;| 
how dareſt thou then to fly in the face of 
his majeſty ? 1 
While thou art moſt he with inno- | 
.cence, thou doſt him moſt honour; and 


what is thy diſcontent but SY a- 1 
gainſt hun? re 
Created he not all things liable to changes? . 570 
and dareſt thou io weep at their changing? L 
If we know the law of nature, whei ctore Þ! 


do we complain of it? if we are ignorant of | 
it, what ſhould we accuſe but our blindneſs Þ 
to what every moment giveth us proof ef? 
Know that it is not thou that art to give 


laws to the world; thy part is to tubinit to- 
them as thou findeſt them. It they dif- 
treſs thee, thy may 1 ir but addeth to} 


| thy torment. 
he not deceived. with fair pretences, nor- 
ſuppoſe that forrow healeth misfortune. It 
is a pi iſon under the colour of a remedy:. | 
While it pretenderh to draw the arrow fiom 
thy breait, lo, it plungeth it into thine heart. 
While ſaoncis ſeparatech thee from thy 
friends, doch it not ſay, Thou art unfit for 
converlation? wiile u draveth thee into 
corners, doth it nat proclaim that it is | 
| aſhamed ol melt? 


(m7 ) 


Tt is not in thy nature to meet the ar- 
rows of ill fortune unhurt; nor doth rea- 
ſon require it of thee: it is thy duty to 
bear misfortune like a man; but thou muſt 
firſt alſo feel it like one, 
7 Tears may drop from thine ey es, though 
virtue falleth not from thine heart: be 
thou careful only that there is cauſe, and : 
that they flow not too abundantly. {A 
The greatneſs of the evil is not to be 
reckoned from the number of tears ſhed 
for it. The greateſt griefs are above theſe 
teſtimonies, as the ** Joys are beyond 
utterance. 
What is there that benen the ſoul 
like grief? what deprefiah it like ſadneſs? 
Is the ſorrowful prepared for noble en- 
terpriles? or armeth be himſelf in the 
caule of virtue? , 
Subject not thyſelt to ills, where there 
are in return no advantages; neitheir ſa- 
crifice thou the means of good unto that 
wen is in itſelf an evil. 
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or THE ADVANTAGES MAN MAY ACQUIRu|: do 
| OVER HIS FELLOW-CREATURES, No j . 
| no 

at hi 
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CH AP. I. De 

ti 

NOBILITY AND HONOUR. EC 

18 

OBILITY een not but in the foul; ; 0 

nor is there true honour except in 15 
virtue. 11 


The "OED of princes may be bought by 


vices; rank and titles may be purchaſed for = 
money: but theſe are not true honour. 


Crimes cannot exalt the man who com- 
mits them to real glory; neither can gold 


make men noble. 


When titles are the 1 of 3 


when he is ſet on high who hath ſer ved his 
country; he who beſtoweth the honours 


hath glory, like as he who receiveth them; 5 


and the world is benefited by it 


Wouldſt thou wiſh to be raiſed for men 


know not what? or 2% thou that they 


thould ſay, Why is this? = 


IN 


„00 


to his children, his titles accompany them 


T unlike unto hin; who delerved them, lo, 


parents could ſee ? what benefit is it to the 

dumb, that his grandfather was eloquent? 

even fo what is it to the mean, that their 
predeceſſors were noble? 


the poſſeſſor of it; and without titles! it will 
1 raiſe him above the vulgar. 


Ceive it; and will he not ſay unto them, 
Such were the men whom you glory | in 
being derived from? 


even ſo true honour attendeth upon virtue. 


5 neſs, nor believe thou that the hazard of : 
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| When the virtues of the hero deſcend 


well; but when he who paſſeſſech them is 


do they not call him degenerate ? 
Hereditary honour is accounted the moſt. 
noble; but reaſon ſpeaketh in the cauſe of 
him who hath acquired it. 
He who, meritleſs himſelf, appealeth to 
the actions of his anceſtors for his preat- 
neſs, is like the thief who claimeth protec- 
tion by flying on the pagod . 
Wbat good is it to the blind, that his 


A mind diſpoſed to virtue, maketh great 


He will acquire honour while others re- 


As the ſhadow waiteth on the ſubſtance, 
Say not that honour is the child of bold- 
life alone can pay the price of it: it is not 


to the action that it is due, but to the man- 
ner of performing it. 


honoured? 


| them to us, pave them for p preat purpoſes. 


he public, when our lives are to be expo» 
ſed tor the good of our country, What can 
add force to virtue, but ambition? 1 
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All are not called to the ; guiding theſl ac 


: helm of ſtate ; neither are their armies toſſ m 


be commanded by every one: do well in} 


that which is committed to hy charge, and | fir 


praiſe ſhall remain upon thee. la 
Say not that difficulties are neceſſary to 


5 be conquered, or that labour and danger ly 
muſt be in the way to renown. The Wo- p 
man who is chaſte, is ſhe not praiſed? the | 


man who i honeſt, deſeryerh he not to be F* 


The thirſt of fame is violent. - the deſire f 
of honour is powerful; and he who gave 


When deſperate actions are neceliry to 


It is not the receiving honour that de- 1 


lighteth the noble mind; its. pride is the 
deſerving it. ö 


Is it not better men mould ſay, Why 


| hath not this maa a ſtatute ? than that they 
ſhould aſk, Why hath he one ? 


Ihe ambitious will always be firſt in the 


= croud ; he preſſeth forward, he looketh 
not behind him. More anguiſh is it to 
his ſoul, to ſee one before lim, than Joy 


to leave thouſands at a diſtance. 
The root of ambition is in every man; 
but it riſeth not in all: fear keepeth it 


the 
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down in ſome; in many it is ſuppreſſed by 
mocleſty. - 
It is the inner garment of the foul; the 
firſt thing pur on by it with the fleſh, and the 
laſt it layeth down at its ſeparation from it. 
lt is an honour to thy nature when worthi- 
ly employed; when thou directeſt it to wrong 
purpoſes, it ſhameth and deſtroyeth thee. 
In the breaſt of the traitor ambition is 
covered; hypocriſy hideth its face under 
her mantle ; and cool diſſimulation furniſh- 
eth it with ſmooth words; but in the end 
men ſhall ſee what it is. 3 
The ſerpent loſerh not ts ſung though 


viper is not beoken though the cold clofeck 
his mouth : take pity on his ſtare, and he 
will ſhew thee his ſpirit; warm lim in thy 
boſom, and he will requite thee with death. 

He that is truly virtuous, loveth virtue 
for herſelf; he diſdaineth the applauſe | 
which ambition aimerh after. 0 

How pitiable were the ſtate of virtue, ir 
ſne could not be happy but from another's 


praiſe? ſhe is too noble to ſeck recompence, 


and no more will than can be rewarded, 
Ihe higher the ſun ariſeth, the leſs ſha» 
dow doth he make; even ſo the greater is 


the virtue, the leſs doth it covet praiſe; Ln 


cannot avoid its reward in honours, 
Glory, like a hari flieth him who pur: 1 
L 


— w___—— 
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ſueth it : but it followeth at the heels of 
him who would fly from it: if thou courteſt 

it without merit, thou ſhalt never attain un- 
to it; if thou deſerveſt it, though thou hid- 
eſt thyſelf, it will never forſake thee. 
Purſue that which is houourable, do that 
which is right; and the applauſe of thine 
own conſcience will be more joy to thee, 


than the ſhouts of millions who know not 
that thou deſerveſt them. 


CHAP. II. 
| SCIENCE AND LEARNING. 


k nobleſt . of the mind 

of man, is the dy of the W OI 1ks of 
his Creator. 
Io him whom the flonce of nature de- 
| lighteth, every object bringeth a proof of 


his God; every thing that proveth It, giv- 
eth cauſe of adoration. 


His mind is lifted up to beaven every 
moment; his life is one continued act of 
de votion. 
Caſteth he his eye awards the clouds, 
findeth he not the beavens full of his won- 
ders? looketh he down to the earth, doth 
not the worm proclaim to him, Leſs than 
omnipotence could not have tormed me? 
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| ( 123 ) | 
ot While the planets perform their courſes; 
eſt MW while the ſun remaineth in his place; while 
n- Þ the comet wandereth thro? the liquid air, 
d- and returned to its deſtin'd road again; 
who but thy God, O man! could have 
at tormed W what but infinite wiſdom 
ne could have appointed them their laws? 
e, Behold how awful their ſplendor! yet 
do they not diminiſh: lo, how rapid their 
motions! yet one runneth Not in the woy 
of another. e | 
Look down upon the earth; and ſee her 
produce; examine her boweis, and behold = 
what they contain: bath not wiſdom | and 
power ordained the whole ? 9 5 
Who biddeth the graſs to ſpring up; 
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d who watereth it at its due ſeaſons? Behold 
f the ox croppeth it; the horte and the theep, 
| teed they not upon it? who | is he that pro- 
- | videth it for them? 
f Who giveth increale to the corn which 
thou ſoweft? who: returneth it to 50 a 
thouſand folg? 
7 Who ripeneth for thee the olive in its 
f time ? and the grape, cough thou knoweſt 
g not the cauſe of it? 
Y Can the meaneit fly create itſelf, or wert 
- thou aught wR than God, couldit thou have 
. faſhioned id? 
8 J he beaſts feel that they FP but they 


wonder not at it; they rejoice in their lite, 
EY 0 . & 
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but they know not that it ſhall end: each 
performed its courſe in ſucceſſion ; nor is 


there a loſs of one ſpecies in a thouſand 


generations. 


Thou who ſeeſt the whole as admirable| 
as Its parts, canſt thou better employ thine | 
eye than in tracing out thy Creator's great- | 


neſs in them ; thy mind, then examining 


in their wonders | * 


Power and mercy are diſplayed in their 


formation; juſtice and goodneſs ſhine forth 
in the proviſion that is made for them: all 


are happy in their ſeveral ways; nor envi- 


th one the other. 


What is the ſtudy of words 1 


with this? In what ſcience is knowledge, 
but in the ſtudy of nature? 


When thou haſt adored the fabric, in- 
quire into its ule ; for know the earth pro- 
duces nothing but may be of good to thee, 


Are not food and raiment, and the reme- 
dies for thy diſeaſes, all derived from this 
ſource alone? 

Who is wiſe then, but he that hawk 
jt? who bath underſtanding, but he that 
contemplateth it? for the reſt, whatever 
ſcience hath moſt utility, whatever know- 
ledge hath leaſt vanity, prefer theſe unto 
the others; and profit of them for the lake 


of thy neighbour ! | 


To hve, and to die! to command, and 
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to obey ; to do, and to ſuffer : are not theſe 


all at thou haſt farther to care about? 

_ ale (hall teach thee theſe; the O86 10» 
my of life ſhall lay them before thee. 
Behold, they are written in thine heart 


and thou nec "deſi only to be reminded of 
them: they are caly of conception; be at- 


tentive, and thou ſhalt retain them. 
All other feicnces are vain, all other 


knowledge is boall : lo, it is not necdlary. 


or beneficial to man; nor «oth it make 
him more good, or more honeſt, 8 


Piety to thy God, and 3 to 


thy tellow creatures, are they not thy great 
duties? What ſhall teach the one like the 
ſtudy of his works? what ſhall inform thee 


of the other, like untderancing thy depen- 


dencies? 
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OF NATURAL ACCIDENTS. 


' PROSPERITY AND ADVERSIT 7. 


DT not proſperity he thine heart 

above mealure : neither depreſs thy 

foul unto the grave, becauſe fortune bear- 
et] hard apainſt thee. 


Iller ſmiles are not ſtable, therefore build 
not thy confidence upon them; her frowns 
endure not for ever, therefore let — 5 


teach thee patience. 


To bear advei ſity well, is difficult ; had 


to be temperate in proſperity, is the height 
_ of wildom. 


Good and ill are the teſts by which thou 


| art to know thy conſtaney; nor is there 
aughit elle that can tell thee the powers of 
thin« own ſoul: be therefore upon the 


watch when they are upon thee. _ 
Behold prolperity, how 1weetly ſhe flat» 


tereth thee ; how inſc olibly ſhe robbeth 
_ thee of thy Hreugeh and thy vigour. 


1 1 125 ) 

Though thou haſt been conſtant i in ill 
fortune, tho? thou haſt been invincible in 
diſtreſs; yet by her thou art conquered : 


not knowing that thy ſtrength returneth 


not again: and For that thou again mayes 


1 need it. 


A flliction moverh our enemies to pity; 


wecels and happineſs cauſe even our ft tends 


to envy. 5 
In adverſity is the ſeed of well-doing ; ; it 


is the nurſe of heroiſm and boldnels: who. 


that hath enough, will endanger himlelt to 

have more? who that is at eaſe, e 

life on the hazard? 
True virtue will act under all eircum— 


ſtances; but men ſee molt of us elfects 
N when accidents concur with it. 5 


In adverſity man teeth himſelf abandoned 


by others; he findeth that all bis hopes are 
centered within himlelt : he rouleth his 


foul, he encountereth his dithculties, and 


they yield before him. 


In proſperity he fancieth lümbeif ſafe ; 
he thiuketh he is beloved of all that ſinile 
about his table; he groweth careleſs and 


remitz; be teeth not the danger that is be- 
tore tum: : he truſteth to others, and mn the 
end they decerve him. 


Every man can adviſe his own ſoul in 
diſtreſs, but pi olperity blindeth the truth. 
Vercter is the ſorrow that leadeth to con- 
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tentment, than the joy that rendereth man 
unable to endure diſtreſs, and after Pug 
eth himſ: If into it. 
Our pallions diCtate to us in all our ex- 
tremes: moderation is the effe ct ot wiſdom, 
Be upright in thy whole lite; be con- 
tent in all its changes : ſo ſhalr thou make 
thy profit our of all accurrences ; fo ſhall 
every thing that happeneth unto thee be 
the tource of praiſe. 
The wile Ainet every thing the means | 
of advantage; and with the fame counte- 
' nance beholdeth he all the faces of tor- | 
tune; he governeth the good, he conquers |: 
ih eth the evil; he is unmoved in all. 
1 Preſume not in proſperity, nei her des | 
ſpair in adverſity: court not dangers, nor | 
meanly fly from before them: dare to de- 
1 {pile whatever will not remain with thee. 
| 
k 


Let not adverſity tear off the wings of 
' hope ; neither let proſperity obſcure the. 
1 light of prudence. 
1 He who deſpaireth of the end, ſhall ne- 


ver altain uito it; and he who ſee th nor 

| the pit ſhall periſh therein. 

1 He who calleih proſperity his: CTY * 1 
| hath laid umo her, With thee will Lefta*. 

| _ bliſh my happinets: o! he anchor eth his 
veſſel 1 a bed ot ſand, which the return of 

| the ude v aſhe th AWAY» 

| As the Water that paſſel from the moun- E 
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tains, Kiſſech, in its way to the ocean, every 


field that bordereth the rivers; as it tar- 
rieth not in any place; even ſo fortune viſit- 
eth the ſons of men: her motion is inceſ- 
ſlant, the will not ſtay ; ſhe is unſtable as 
the winds, how then wilt thou hold her? 


| when ſhe kiſſeth thee, thou art bleſſed; but 
behold, as thou turneſt to thank her, the is 


gone unte another. 


PAIN AND SICKNESS. 


without the otlier, 


Pain is of all ills that which: | is moſt felt ; 
and it is that which from nature hath the 


teweſt remedies. 


When thy conſtancy faileth aw call 
in thy reaſon ; when thy patience quitteh 
Thee, call in thy hope. | 


Jo ſuffer, is a neceflity entailed upon 


: thy. nature; wouldſt thou that miracles 
ſhoulu protect thee from it? or ſhalt thou 
repine, becaule it happeneth unto thee, 
when, lo, it happeneth unto all? 

It is injultice to expect exemption from 


that chou wert born unt; ſubnit with mo— 
deſty to the laws of thy condition. 


8 


"HE dein of che body affecteth even 
the ſoul; the one cannot be in health 
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Wouldft thou ſay to the ſeaſons paſi 
not on, leſt I grow old? is it not better 
to ſuffer well that which thou canſt not 
avoid? 
Pain that endureth long, is moderate; 
bluſh therefore to complain of it: that 


which is violent, is ſhort ; behold thou feeſt 


the end of it. 
Thy body was created to be fubſervient 


to the ſoul ; while thou affſicteſt the ſoul for | 


its pains, behold thou ſetteſt that above it. 


As the wiſe afflicte th not himſelf, becauſe 


a thorn teareth his garment ;, ſo the pa- 


tient grieveth not his ſoul, becauſe — 


which covereth it is ee. 


' CHAP. III. 
D E AT H. 


s the production of the metal proveth 1 
te work of the alchymilt ; ſo is death _ 
the teſt of our lives, the eſſay which ſhew- 


eth the ſtandard of all our actions. 


Wouldſt thou judge of a life, examine | 


the period of It ; the end crowneth the at- 


tempt : and where diffi ulation is no mot e. 


there truth appenreth. 
Ille hath not ſpent his life ill, who knows 


eth to die well; neuher can he have loſt. 


r 
all his time, who employeth the laſt por- 
tion of it to his honour. 


He was not born in vain who dieth as he 


ought; neither hath he lived PT One 


who dieth happily. 


He that conſidereth he is to die, is con- 


tent while he liveth; he why ftriveth to 
forget it hath no pleaſure in any thing ; 
his joy appeareth to him a jewel which he 
| expecteth ever) moment he ſhall lole. 


Wouldſt thou learn to die nobly ? let 
thy vices die before thee. Happy is he who 
endeth the buſineſs of his life before his 
death ; who, when the hour of it cometh, 
hath nothing to do but to die: who wiſhn- 
eth not delay, becauſe he hath no longer 
ule for time. 

Avid not death, for it is a a. ; 
tear it not, for thou underſtandeſt not what 
it is: all that thou certainly knowelt, is, 
that it putteth an end to thy forrows. 

Think not the longeſt lite the happieſt ; 
that which is beſt employed, doth man the 
moſt honour ; bimſelf ſhall rejoice after 
death in the advantages ot it. 

This is the complete OEcoονν OF 
HUMAN LIFE. | 
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INTRODUCTION. 


EAR, ye immortals, and be attentive 
to the voice of your Father. 

Lo! he directs his ſpeech unto you, and 
his voice ſpeaketh unto the ſons of men. 

_ Wiſdom crieth aloud unto you, and with 
great kindneſs invites you to her arms. 
Follow theretore her directions, and de- 
lay not ; for in obeying her countels there 
1s great re war d. 

She teacheth the way to lite, and her 
inſt; uctions will — thee to the Paradiſe of 
God. | 
Happy is the man with boa ſhe re- 
fides ; yea, bleſſed 1s he whom {he maketh 
her abode, = 
Fer happineſs and proſperity ſhall be his 
companions here, and glory and immorta- 


© lity his poflellions hereatter. 


Embrace then her offers, oh ve children 
of men, and learn the way to true telicity. 
| ln obeying her dictates thou mortal ſhalt 
5 gain the approvation of the eter nal, and 
be bleſled for evermore. 

His tavours with a liberal hand ſhall be 
beſt»wed upon thee, and the hight of his 
countenance thall dilpel the gloom and hea» 
vincls of thy heart; ; yea, thy soul ſhall re- 
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joice and be glad, and mourning and ſorrow 
ſhall not approach thy habitation, 

For he only is the tountain cf light, and 
from him proceedeth the rays thereof: day 
and night declare his wiſdom, and the ſkies 
reveal his glory. He raiſeth the nations of 


the earth, and by him kings reign, and 
princes decree juſtice. He hangeth the 
ball upon nothing, and ſopporteth the uni- 
vel ſe by his power. 


The great and noble maintain their ſplen- 


dor by his beneficence, the poor and the in- 
dißgent are relieved by him, and his tender F 
mercies are over all the works of his hands. 


He calmeth the troubled waters, and the 


forms are obſe quious to his voice. The 
| billows are ſtill when he ſpeaks, and the 
winds ceaſe to roar at his command. Bleſ- 
ſed then is the man who reſteth under the 
| ſhadow of his wings, and is ſecured under | 


his almighty protection. | 
| Bleſſed is that man who has the almighty 


for his friend, who is watched over by the 
care of him who neither llumbers nor 
 Nleeps, 


Happy mall he be called by the ſons of 1 


men, who is intereſted in the favour of the | 
omnipotent, at whole call the winds and 


Waves obe y. 


Bow down and adore ; - bend the knee 
and worſhip; ſeek his favour with dili- 
' gence, and he ſhall lin. e upon thee with ; an 


2 
eye of approbation. Receive his precepts 
with willingneſs, and with ſubmiſſion obzy 
his command Fear him with reverence, 


love him with finceritv, praiſe him with 
gratitude, and ſerve him with pwity of 
heart Act by his directions, be reſignant 
to his providences, and in ſo doing thou 
ſhalt obtain his favour. Happy thou ſhalt 


be in thine own breaſt, and the powers 


of thy own foul ſhall reſt in quictude. 
| Guidled by his hand, thou {halt pats thro? 
the maze of lite with ſafety, unallured by 


its temptations, and untoxicated by its 


charms. 


Each day ſhall dawn upon thee with re- 


| newed pleature, each hour preſent before 
thee treſh ſcenes ot joy to come; time ſhall 
roll round his circuit without tardation, 


death approach thee unarrayed with his 


 horrort, and eternity itlelt ſeem untremen- 


dous ; while the bands of nature give way 
with eale, and life's Gordian knot is un- 


 looled without a groan. Thy ſpirit diſ- 


lociged, from her earthly manſion, ſhall flut- 


ter ber wings with joy at her releaſenicut, 


alid toar her way to the world of immor— 


| tals, attended by a company of feraphs, 
who ſhall introduce her to glory and beati- 


tude beyond the ſkies. 
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PART 1. 


Totus Mundus agit Hiſtrionem. 


Man conſiderea as an actor on the ſtage of the 


univerſe; the Ommiciency of the Deity ; 


directions for the ecoriomy and behaviour of 
man. 1 


5 Onſider, oh man! thou native of the 


ſkices, thy character in life, and the end 


for which thou wert originally deſigned. 
Remember the dignity of thy birth, and 
think on the greatneſs of him whom thou 
calleſt father; be mindful of thy noble ex, 


traction, and aſpire after thoſe things which 


are worthy of - purſuit. 


Confider thou art placed on earth as a 


probationer for heaven; thou art an actor 
in time, and to be rewarded in eternity. 
According to thy behaviour in this world, 
will the remuneration be in the other; if 5 
thou with fidelity diſchargeſt thy part, thou 


ſhalt receive both honour and felicity ; but 
if thou neglecteſt the aomonitions of wiſ- 


dom, and deſpiſeſt the words of her mouth, 
then ſhame and ſorrow ſhall be thy com- 


panions for ever. 


c 
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' Behold, thou art under the inſpection of 


him whoſe eyes behold all things; the night 


cannot conceal thee from his view, nor the 


darkneſs hide thee from his ſight. 


The blaze of noon, and the obſcurity of 


midnight, are equal to him, to whom all 
things are clear; for his eyes run through 
the univerſe, and his obſervance i is extend- : 
ed to the ends of the earth. 


If thou attempteſt to fly from his pre- 5 


| ſence, by ſoaring on the wings of the morn- 
ing, and takeſt thy flight to the remoteſt 
regions, that labour ſhall be in vain; for 
even in the place thou dreameſt thyſelf fe- 
cure, even there he ſhal] find thee out, 


In thou makeſt thy bed in the caverns of 


the earth, his eyes thall diſcern thy fruitleſs 
attempt, and his glory and light hall break 
in upon thee, and diſcover thy retreat. 


Since therefore the judge with whom 
thou haſt to do, will pay no reſpect to thy 
perſon, on account of thy greatneſs, nor 


 delpile thee for thy poverty; ſince thy do- 
| ings ſhall receive trom his hands according 
to their demerits, learn to act the part 


which is allotted thee with a becoming dig- 


| nity, and perform the character thou fuſ- 
taineſt in life, ſo as to conciliate his Favour 
and approbation. . 


It is not a crown, a robe, or a title, which 


Will recommend thee to his mei cy; nor ex- 
exigence and diſtreſs obſtruct his ſavours. 


WY ee — — * 
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Whether therefore thou appeareſt in the 
royalty of a prince, or ſtrutteſt in the garb 
of the noble; whether thou ſhineſt in the 
pomp of attire, or weareſt the habit of the 
needy, be ſtudious to perto, m thy part with 


care, and thou ſhalt go off the Rugs of lite 
Vith applaule. EN 


Onſider, oh matt 1 art formed for 


an endleſs duration; thy foul is immor- 

tal, and her exiltence is for cver and ever. 
Rocks, ſtoncs, and monumen's, may de- 

cay and fall; but ſhe ſhall flouriſh in im- 


mortal 1 tor her duration (hall run 


coc vol with eternity. 


Time itſelt ſhall ſhortly ceaſe, the ho 
look dim with age, and nature ſiuk in years; 


but thy foul ſhall ſtill remain unhurt amidſt 
the war of elements, the wreck of matter, 
and the cruſh of worlds. 


Hear then, thou ion of immortality, ws x 
let the inſtr uctions ot wiliom link "000 ; 
imo thy heart. 
Lock to the regions * muſt ſhorthy = 
enter; ; CoMMtenplate the world in which thou 


mat 1 tor ever. 
Give aitcntivu to my words, and learn 


the value ot thy deathich loul, 
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Though the mountains ſhall depart, and 
the hills be removed from the places where 
they now ſtand, tho? the world ſhall be con- 
ſumed and the ocean roll in flaming bil- 
lows; yet thy foul ſhall remain the ſame. 
1ho' the lights of heaven ſhall illumine 


the earth no more, the ſtars drop from the 
ſkies, and the moon be changed into blood; 
yet thy ſoul ſhall not be deſtroyed. 


Yea, even though the great globe itſelf, 


with all its numerous inhabitants, ſhall be 
diſſolved, yet thy foul ſhall ourlye the ruins 


thereof. 
The heavens alſo ſhall melt away with 


fer vent heat, and nature periſh 1 in the blaze 
.-..of deſtruction, time ſhall expire, and years 
ſhall roll no more ; but thy ſoul ſhall ſur- 


vive theſe ſcenes, and endure when ages 


| ſhall have an end. 


_ Conſider, oh man! thy ſoul is a ſpark of 


_ divinity, and her exiſtence cannot be circum- 
ſcribed by the boundaries ot mortal life. 


Thy animal frame muſt return to duſt, 


and the citadel of thy heart will ſurrender 

to death; but thy ſoul ſhall ſurvive the at- 
tacks of diſorder, the diſſolution of the bo- 
my dy, and the funeral of corruption. 


For, be it known unto thee, ſhe bids Fa 


fiance to death's ſharpeſt arrows, ſmiles at 


the gloom and horror of a grave, and riſes 
above the tombs to her native ſkies. 
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She claims her extraction from the great 


eternal, and acknowledges no other parent 


than the father of ſpirits, 
The pomps and riches, and honours and 


pleaſures, the vanities, enjoyments, frui- 


tions and poſſeſſions of this tranlient life, are 


far beneath the dignity of her nature. 


Feed her not, therefore, with rifles, 
nor ſell her to gain a world. 


Make no covenant with death, nor con- 


tract with deſtruction _ 1 


Deſpiſe enjoy ments that are not  eſiing, 


nor ſatisty thyſelf with pleaſures that pe- 
Tiſh and decay. 


Gratify not thy iſ at the expence 


of thy future peace, nor indulge thole ap - 


petites which will puſh thee on to ruin. 


Let reaſou determine the meaſures of 


thy life, and let thy actions be weighed in 


the icales of judgment, 


Conſider the world thou art travelling i in, 
and conſider the world thou art travelling to, 
and conſtantly carry about with thee ſuch 

thouglits as tiieſe---+* J am mortal---] muſt 
« ſhortly die -I am immortal I muſt 
6% live for ever----My body muſt return to 
* quit, but my ſpirit to God who gave ii-— 
My dult alto ſhail arite, and my toul be 


„ reunited to my body- Oh! may | awake 


from the ſluuiber of deatir in the like- 
* nels of my heavenly father.“ 


net. oe. ts i. 


1 
Conſider, oh mores}! the day is fixed, tho? 
unknown to thee, when the great cte1nal, in 


the perſon of his ſon, ſhall come riding on 


the clouds, to judge the inhabitants of the 


earth, when the dread trump: t all ſhake 


the ſkies, and the wide circuit of creation 
ſhall rotter ; when tombs and vaults, and 


every little hillock of mortality ſhall releaſe 
their priſoners, 
and rocks fall at their fury-- Princes and i 
nobles ſhall be ſtript of their pomp, Czlars i 


winds tear up mountains, 


and Alexanders ſhall ſtand unnoticed, diſ- 


tinctions ſhall here ceate, and virtue only 
be looked upon wi eh approbation. 


Think then, oh man! what thy lot ſhall 


be in this deciſive day, when thou (halt be 
weighed in the balances of equity, and re- 
ceive the remuneration of thy work. 


Frequently ponder over in thine own 
mind the ſolemnity of this approaching day, 


| when the angels of thy father ſhall aſſemble 
together, the vaſt concourſe of inteilectual 
nature, when by the command of the King 
of kings they ſhall ſet the great globe on 


fire, and pull down the univerſe ; ſtorms 


and deſtruction ſhall diſplay their terror, 
and the armament of heaven diſcharge its 


thunder, while the huge Ball irfelt ſhall 


- groan and expire, and the pride of king - 


doms, nations, and empires be reduced un- 
to aſhes, 
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Conf rderations, on the differen periods of hu- 
man life. The ſtate of infants, On youth ; 
the follies and temptations to which it is 
ſy eds 


SECT. I. 
8 IRTH is the prologue of life, the bud 


of being, and dawn of exiſtence; it 
introduces us into time, aud brings us on 
tlie ſtage of action. 


For ſome time we continue in the ek 


without being cugaged i in any of its ſcenes, 
and when we arrive to a capacity of judg- 
Ing the differences of things, we then com- 
mence actors on buſy theatre. 


Our intancy paſſe th off without our per- 
ception, and our youthful days are generally |] 
ſpent without any benefit to ourſelves, or |] 


advantage to others. Our thoughts are 


vain, and our actions immature and fooliſh. 
Let this period of life is ſuon paſſed over, 


and yaniſhes as the clouds before the lun. 


Vhen we arrive to manhood, we too of- 
ten act as children, and behave like thoſe 


who are yoid of wiſdom. 
In ſchemes, and purſuits, and pleaſures, 
we conſume the time, and with fruitleſs 


is 
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labour frequently complete the ſtrength and 


bloom of life. 
Age ſeizes us earlier than our thoughts 
ſuggeſted, and pains, diſorders, and infirmi- 
ties wear out the remaining part of our days. 
Thus life itſelf, in all its ſtages, is but a 


ſhort journey to eternity, it paſſeth away 


like a ſhadow, and is no more. 

In the midſt of life we are in death, and 
continually obnoxious to the fatal ſtroke, 
the preſent moment is all we can claim, fu- 
turity appertaineth not unto mortals. _ 

As the bubble diſappears, and is broken 


| by a breath, ſo life goeth out and expires. 


Hear then, oh man! and give ear to in- 


ſtruction; learn thou the aiithmetic of 
heaven, and hear the ſapience of the ſkies - 
Implorc the Aimighty to accept thy vows, 


and teach thee the art of ſo numbering thy 


days, that thou mayeſt apply thy heart unto 


wiſdom. 


SEC r. II. 
APPY is the infant, who void of care, 
and unacquainted with the misfor- 
tunes of others; ; patles over the firſt part of 


being. 


It beholds the light, po ** its eyes 


with attention; it ſmiles with approbation 


C 


on thoſe that pleaſe it, and frowns and cries 


when injured or affronted. 

Yet till it knows not what miſery 
means, or conceives the tdea of diſtreſs and 
infelicity. 


Tt is fed with care, and ſupplied with all 


the neceſſaries of life; it is dormant while 
others are drinking the cup of wakening, ſor- 

_ rows and riſing evils. 
If ſeized by any of the retinue of death, 

if diſorders and pains lay hold upon it, it | 


makes an eaſy tranſition from the cradle to 


the coflin. 


Guilt and remorſe ber not in its 


breaſt, and the horrors of a grave cauſe no 
trepidation. 


Thrice happy babe, who juſt makes its 


appearance on life's mortal ſtage, and then 
een to its native ſkies. 


- | SECT. II. 


TEAR, oh young man! and give heed 


to the words of my mouth; deſpiſe } 


not my inſtructions, nor turn away with 


ſcorn. 


Boaft not in thy youth nor fancy thyſelf 
ſecure from death. 


Walk into his territories, and behold the 
monuments erected 40 his memory; ac* 


(19). 


quaint thyſelf wich his fame, and naturalize 
_ thyſelt among his ſubjects. 


Remember thy creator in the dawn of 
life, before the day is overcaſt with dark- 


neſs, and thy ſan hidech itſelf in the clouds. 


Carefully avoid the follies of others, and 


let not vice rule over thy heart, ſo thall 
virtue eſtabliſh its empire in thy breaſt, 
* and her dominion ſhall be fixed for ever 
Amuſe not tbyſelf with toys and trifles, 
nor give room for others to laugh at thy 


tolly. a 
Shun the temptations chat may offer 


themlelves unto thee, and fo ſhall thy lite 
: WE _ and * 


P AR T III 


On Manhood ; the wiſe emplo ment of time the 


only method to make hfe happy. 
SECT, 1 


Onſider, oh man! when thou art ar- 

4 rived to maturity, the remaining part 

Of wy journey will ſoon be finiſhed, : 
Ihe iceae ot lite is halt over, and the 

mealure of thy days fills up apace. 
Thou art ttepping down the funeral 

N 2 
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vault, and grudually advancing to the bor 
ders of the grave. 
Think then with thyſelf what thou haſt 
to do; conſider the time allotted for thy 
work, and the conſequences that may at- 
tend delay. 95 

The ſun of thy life has paſſed the meri- 


dian line, and the night is viſibly e 9 5 


| upon thee. 8 6 
hie therefore up and doing ; gird up thy 
loins, and begin the work that lies before 
the. 1 
Shake off the follies of thy youth, if 
there, are any remaining, and act up to the 
: dipnity of the man 
Apply thyſelf, with induſtry, to hr cal- 
ling, and be diligent in the diſcharge of thy 
bulineſs WT 
Ad with integrity in all thy dealings, 
nor blot thy life with che reproach of in · 
juſtice. =o 
Deſpond not when occurrences may look 
on the gloomy ide, conſider the ſcenes may 
_ unexpectedly brighten, and the clouds move 
off by the hand of providence. 
Dndertake nothing that thou canſt not 
= implore the deity to ſuecced, nor engage 
in ſchemes that are only poſlibſe. 
But amidſt all thy negociations for time, 
let not eternity be left out of thy account. 
Lay up thy treaſure in the bank of hea- 


ven, and procure an intereſt at the Empy- 
rean Courts. 


{aw ) 


Let thy recreations be few and innocent, 


debaſe not thyſelf in purſuit of ſenſual 
_ pleaſures, nor make thyſelt on a level with 
the beaſts that perith. 7 

Avoid the embraces of a har lot, nor r de- 
file thy ſelf with a proſtiture. 
| For her houſe inclinech unto deatb, and 
her paths lead unto deſtruction. 


SECT. U. 


Do not thy ſeuſes in wine, nor 
intoxicate thy ſelf with the juice of 


the grape. 


1 will make thee unfit far the buſineſ 


of lite, and bring on IO and pains, 


and death. 
| Squander not thy money away at a gam- 


ing table, nor hazard thy fortune on a card. 


It proviience hath bleſſed thee with 
more thai tufficient, relicve the wants of 
the indigent a d dutrefled, 
Let beuc ficence take off the ſuperfluities 
of tortune, aid charity expend what chou 

Wanteit not thyſelt. : 


By theſe means thou ſhalt obtain the fa- 
vour of the moſt high; and while the me- 


mories of the Juxur 10S, the prodigal and 
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Vicious ſhall expire with their breath, thy 

name ſhall be {poke of with honour ane re- 

nown, and be had in remembrance when 
thou art no more. 


SECT. III. 


\REAM not of perfect felicity in life, | 

no man has yet found, and thy ſearch 
after it will prove abortive. 

Expect to meet with thorns and bier in 
the ek of life, and therefore beat on thy 
way with tortitude and courage. 

Celibacy itſelf is not free from cares, and 
he that is alone is not without vexation. 
Sorrous and troubles are the lot of mor- 
tals, and the cup of pure and unmixed hap- 
pineis was never poured out unto man. 2 

Since mortality has burdens, thou muſt 
carry, take unto thyſelf a partner in life, 
who is poſlefled of virtue, humility, and 
good. nature, and ſhe ſhall help thee to ſuſ- 
tain a load, and make thy tolls become a 
pleaſe; ; in proſperity ſhe ſhall add to thy 
joy, in adverſity comfort thee under thy 


diſtreſs, and be unto thee a friend, a lover, ; 


and a wile, 


ad 


PART IV. 


\ Conſiderations on riches, grandeur, and ambition. 


SECT. I. 
RUST not in wealth, for it abldorh 


| not; nor place thy confidence in gold. 
Affluence is not durable, and riches take 


unto themſelves wings and fly away. 


Seek, therefore, after riches which periſh 


not, and treaſures that abide tor ever. 


In ſo doing, thou ſhalt be eſteemed truly 
_ wile, and be opulent even in exigence and 
neceſſity. 
I ink not that true nn conſiſts in 
horſes and chariots, and pomp of attire, but 
in conquering thy paſſions, and ſubduing 


thy kingdom within chylelt. 
Greater then ſhalt thou be than the vice 


torious Pompey, and of more renown than 
the illuſtrious warrior: [ime and its con- 

cerns ſhall ſink under thy feet, and the 
World roll on in ſilence. 


1 I. 


E not ambitious for mortal pomp, nor 


let thy happinets depend on the breath 


of tame, 


—— —ů— 


(152) 


F ler not the great to obtain their fic 1 


vour, nor ſacrifice the truth to Peha 


nobility. | 
Soar not to the regions of imaginary gran- 


deur, nor attempt to ſcale the battlements 
of heaven. 


Mlove in the ſphere | in which providence | 
has placed thee ; feek not the applauſe of | 
the crowd, the veneration of fools, or the 


_ eſteem of wicked men, 
Let thy ambition aſpire to the ſkies, and 


there thy largeſt wiſhes, defires, and hopes, 
ſhall meet with enjoyment that 18 Pert 


nent and laſting. 


PART V. 


Refec ons en old Hoe, on Death, and the 


7 ave, 


SECT. I. 


NOnſider, oh thou, whom age boweth 


4 down, whoſe life is near its period! 


Happy art thou if thy former days have 
been ſpent in piety and devotion, that ſo thy 


age beareth not the follics of thy youth. 


But miſerable, oh man! if thy life has 
been one continued courſe of vice and va- 
nity ; how wilt thou bear the iufir mities of 


* age? * 


if 


Te) 
The 29050 of future beings ſhall af- 


| ford thee no glimmering of peace, and hor- 
rors and terrors (hall diſtreſs thy ſoul. 


Thou ſhalt totter down the deſcent of 
life, and be buried in the houſe of darkneſs. 
Whereas he that continued in well-doing 


| ſhall be gathered as a ſhock of ripened corn 


mature for glory; he ſhall leave the world 


without an anxious ſigh, and expire without 


a reluctant * 


SECT. IL 


OME ike; ye ſors of men, behold 
the fate that awaits you all. 
Draw near and view the lot of kings, of 


nobles, and princes; ſee death extending 
his empire around you, and every thing 


that is mortal falling upon him. 
Lo! he holds out his ſceptre to a dying 


world, and cruſhes the ſons of time beneath 
his feet. | 


Approach ye luxurious, bie and 
profane; draw near ye gay and youthful, 


and jocund, and view the face of the ” 
rant, and tremble at his looks. 


Lo! his bow is bent, and his arrow is 


ready to take its flight ! deſtruction attends | 
his aim, and his level is certain death. 


Take thy walks, oh ton of man, in his 
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. ſolitary kingdom, his defart, and filent em- 
pire. 

Here thy ambition and pride ſhall be 


quelled ; here my Pomp and grandeur be 
loſt 


F a bs profile learns to make a true 
3 of life: here thou beholdeſt thine 


and the univerſal lot of men. 7 
Eo! the peaſant treadeth over the aſhes Þ 


of the noble and princes are trampled upon 
by thoſe who were once their ſervants. 
Here poverty and riches ſhall ſhare the 
ſame fate, and honour and contempt. lie 


blended together. 


Here the glory of the great and the pow- 
er of the high ceaſes; here diſtinctions are 
_ unknown, and the wiſe and ignorant rot to- 
gether : Aſhes to aſhes is the fate of mor- 


tals, and duſt to duſt the final lot * ke 
ſons of corruption. 


TANF 9 
On N. Judgment, and * 
The CONCLUSION. 


„ OME 3 ah man, and take a proſ- 
C pect of the land of immortals: Be- 
nod Bd of thy tellow * its, who 


(16 


on © have entered this a ful region, and are now 
appearing at the tremendous har. 

ell See how they ſhiver! Lo! how they 

e BB tremble !---Let the ideal view have this 

happy influence upon thy mind, to excite 

e i thee, without delay, to make a  preparaihy 


2 for the ſolemn trial. 

q This court will admit of no excuſes: 2 
Make thy peace therefore with the Almigh- 
ty, and then thou ſhalt ſtand unſnocked at 

the tribunal, and be crowned with a crown 
of glory. 5 I 
And when time itſelf ſhall be no more, : 
ada nd the ſyſtem of nature ſhall periſh, thou 
ſhalt be bleſſed in the kingdom of thy fa- 
ther, and happy throughout the ages of 
unbounded eternity. h 
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